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War Veterans Village RSL sub-Branch.

Opinions expressed are those of the
individual authors and not necessarily
those of the sub-Branch.

Through an active membership we keep
the ANZAC spirit alive and growing.

Cover images:
John Trumbull (1756-1843), “Declaration

of Independence” (photo: Public Domain).

RSL NSW Acting President Vince Williams,
our special guest in August.

i Dates for the diary:
{ July 5-12: NAIDOC Week.

;ThursdayM: Monthly meeting, 9.30am in the Lone Pine room.
Friday 10 July: sub-Branch tables at the Village Bastille Day Lunch.
Saturday 11 July: Middle East Area of Operations (MEAQ) Day.

gThursdav 6 August: Committee meeting - 9.00am in the Afghan room. :

gThursdav 13 August: Monthly meeting, 9.30am, Montgomery Theatre.

Sunday 16 August: NBDC Vietnam Veterans Day, Palm Beach - see p12.

Tuesday 18 August: Vietnam Veterans Day Service, 2.00pm in the Chapel. §

gThursday 20 August: Anzac Memorial and RSL excursion. Details page 12.

President’s message
June was a comparatively slow month.

| have found out more about the military artifacts
in the Village. One is a 40mm Bofors gun, located
in Cook Park near the Memorial Gardens, which
was funded by the Monty Committee.

The new RSL NSW polo shirts have arrived and
look very good. See Jan Slater if you would like to purchase one.

We are making plans for the Vietnam Veterans Day Service on 18
August; | am looking for an appropriate guest speaker. All sub-
Branch members and Village residents are welcome to attend;
details appear later in this issue and in the Village Voice.

We have received several applications to join or transfer to our sub-
Branch, which are very welcome.

Geoff Seis,

President

Membership:

The statistics as at 30th June 2026 are as follows:
Service Members 63

Affiliate Members 51

Life Subscribers 4
Associate Members 9
Total 127

In the last month two transfers of Service members have been processed
by RSL NSW, together with one Affiliate and one Life Subscriber. Two
applications for membership await processing.

Peter Cole,
Membership Registrar

Dates from history - July:

1: Sinking of the Montevideo Maru
(1942)

1: Formation of the Royal Australian Army Ordnance Corps (1902),
the Royal Australian Army Medical Corps (1902), The Royal
Australian Engineers (1902) and the Royal Australian Army

11: ADF departed Afghanistan (2021)
19: Battle of Fromelles (1916)

21: First Battle of El Alamein (1942)
23: Battle of Pozieres began (1916)

: 24: RAMSI Forces arrived in the Solomon Islands
i (2003)

i 27: Korean Veterans’ Day (The Armistice was

i signedin 1953)

i 28: Crash of Taipan helicopter during Exercise
Talisman Sabre (2023)



Secretary’s Report

The month of June was highlighted by
the Defence of Sydney Service, which
was well conducted and attended by a
number of members.

Previously-ordered sub-Branch polo shirts have been
received and are ready to be collected. There will be
samples of both Ladies’ and Men’s shirts at the
general meeting on 9 July.

Some thirty members have booked to attend the
Village Lunch on Friday 10 July as a sub-Branch social
get-together.

RSL NSW Acting President Vince Williams will be our
special guest at the 13 August meeting, which will be
held in the Montgomery Theatre as the Lone Pine
room is needed by RSL LifeCare. The other sub-
Branches in the Northern Beaches area will be invited.

Following the success of our bus trip to Victoria
Barracks in May, another has been arranged for
Thursday 20 August. This time we will enjoy an
inspection of the Anzac Memorial in Hyde Park and
attend the brief 11.00am service there.

After that, we have been invited to visit the RSL NSW
headquarters in Carrington Street, where we will have
lunch. And there could be a third inclusion which is
currently being investigated.

The Village Vietnam Veterans Day service will be held
in the Chapel on Tuesday 18 August, followed by
afternoon tea.

We also have an invitation to a Northern Beaches
march, service and lunch at Palm Beach on the
previous Sunday.

Thursday 17 September is the date for another social
get-together for sub-Branch members.

And looking even further ahead, we have chartered
the Sydney Heritage Fleet’s historic 1902 vice-regal
vessel Lady Hopetoun for a 3.5-hour cruise, including
lunch, on 15 October.

Belonging
to our sub-
¥ Branch can
certainly
offer some
rewarding
and fun

| times!

Ralph Clark,
Secretary

Welfare Report

During the past month | have had
contact with:

Rob Garling: Rob is okay; back home
and recovering from his recent stay in
hospital, although he still gets tired
very quickly.

Pamela Ward: Pamela is recovering after her recent
hospital stay.

David Picknell: David is now up and about, and feeling
much better.

Pattie Page: Pattie is doing well after her recent
surgery, in fact | have booked a dance with her at the
next Family Fun Night in the Dugout!

| have been following a list which was given to
President Geoff of members of Dee Why sub-Branch
who live in the Village. Unfortunately two of those
members | found to be deceased.

We are looking at ways we can support some of our
members whose mobility is not all that good - more on
that later.

Bram Pollack
Wellbeing Support Officer

Chaplain’s Message

“Every good and perfect gift is from
above, coming down from the Father
of the heavenly lights, who does not
change like shifting shadows” — James
1:17.

In a world marked by uncertainty, James reminds us
that God is constant. While circumstances change,
friendships are tested, and seasons of life come and go,
our Heavenly Lord remains faithful. Every blessing we
enjoy — life, family, friendship, peace, strength, and
hope — is a gift from His generous hand.

As members of the RSL community, we value service,
sacrifice, and mateship. These are gifts that reflect
God’s goodness and are strengthened when we live
with gratitude and compassion. Whether we gather in
times of celebration or remembrance, we can trust the
unchanging God who walks with us through every
season.

Today, may we give thanks for His enduring
faithfulness and seek opportunities to share His
goodness with those around us.

Keith Walker,
Chaplain



1776 and all that ...

On 4 July, 2026, the United States of America celebrated the 250th anniversary of its Declaration of Independence - a
declaration, but not yet a fact. But much had happened well before 1776 ...

The human story of America did not start with
Columbus, but with a migration from Asia during the
last Ice Age - 15-20,000 years ago, from Siberia into
Alaska.

They were not out to ‘discover’ a new continent; rather,
they were hunter-gatherers following their prey. Over
millennia they moved further south, eventually
reaching Central, and then South America.

By the time Europeans arrived North America was
home to hundreds of distinct peoples, speaking a vast
array of languages - some small nomadic tribes, others
complex civilisations.

The Pueblo people built multi-storey stone towns and
sophisticated societies. There were large population
centres in the Mississippi Valley. In the northeast, the
Iroquois confederacy developed possibly the world’s
first system of democratic government.

Christopher Columbus was Italian-born, but sailing
under the Spanish flag.

On the morning of 12
October, 1492, land was
sighted - but what
Columbus thought was his
objective, the Asian East
Indies but was in fact the
Bahamas.

He would make four
voyages in all, exploring
the Caribbean Islands and
the coasts of Central and South America. The impact on
the native population was devastating - they had no
immunity to Old World diseases.

- | Spain was not slow
in taking
advantage of the
newly-discovered
' lands. Colonies

<| were set up in the
Caribbean and on
the American
mainland. Cortes
{ | conquered the

3.‘ ” Aztecs and Pizarro

\ amounts of gold
and silver found its

Other powers were not far behind. First France
explored the St Lawrence and Great Lakes region;
England sent John Cabot to North America in 1497 and
later established settlements on the eastern seaboard.
The Netherlands set up trading posts on the Hudson
River and founded New Amsterdam (later New York) in
1626.

: Jamestown,

2 ; Virginia, was

™ England’s first
permanent

< foothold in North
& America,

§ established in
1607 by the

Virginia Company in London.

The first few years - the ‘Starving Time’ - were marked
by disease, resistance from the displaced native people
and starvation during the harsh winter of 1609-10.
Gradually things improved, helped greatly by the
cultivation of an enormously profitable tobacco industry
and the institution of slavery.

The Mayflower brought a very different group of 102
settlers in 1620. The ‘Pilgrims’ were religious separatists
fleeing AN ER

persecution j o\ L) 1N
in England.
They would

colony of
Plymouth in

of Massach- [&

usetts. g y ' -

Other settlements followed, such that by the end of the
17th century England had a string of colonies along the
east coast of America - nominally subject to the Crown,
but each with a character, economy and form of
government of its own.

No story of America is complete without mentioning
slavery. This began in Virginia in 1619; by the mid-18th
century hundreds of thousands of Africans had been
brought forcibly across the Atlantic to labour on the
plantations.

By then there were thirteen distinct colonies. Each had
its own government, making its own laws and levying
their own taxes, but still nominally under the control of
faraway London.



1776 and all that ...

The American War of Independence - the causes, the battles, the heroes and the aftermath. The foundation

of modern America.

In 1753, Lieutenant Governor Dinwiddie of Virginia
ordered a young, ambitious 21-year old named George
Washington on a mission deep into the Ohio Country to
confront the French. ; ;
Washington’s account
of his journey to Fort
Le Beouf and back
made Major
Washington a ‘
celebrity on both sides T

of the Atlantic. " PABucketlist.com

In 1754, Washington’s surprise attack upon a small
French force at Jumonville Glen and his subsequent
surrender to French forces at the Battle of Fort
Necessity helped to spark the French and Indian War,
which was part of the imperial conflict between Great
Britain and France known as the Seven Years’ War.

Britain triumphed, gaining Canada and vast territories
east of the Mississippi in the 1763 Treaty of Paris.

Britain had gained land, but had accumulated an
enormous debt. As the American colonies had
benefited from the War it saw no reason they should
not help pay for it. New taxes were imposed, something
the colonists declared unconstitutional. ‘No taxation
without representation’ became a rallying cry.

On 5 March, 1770, just a month before Captain Cook
first sighted what would become Australia, British
soldiers fired into a group of Boston colonists, killing
five men.

But it did not finally boil over until December 1773,

when members of the Sons of Liberty, some dressed in
Mohawk warrior costumes, boarded British ships in the
harbour and upended 342 chests of tea into the water.

This was in response to the recently-passed Tea Act,
which granted the British East India Company a
monopoly on the American tea trade.

The British response closed Boston Harbour, revoked
Massachusetts’ self-government and forced the
colonists to host British soldiers.

[ =

The Destruction of Tea at Boston Harbor, an iconic 1846
lithograph by Nathaniel Currier.

(See image opposite)

The term “Boston Tea Party” was not yet in common
usage. Contrary to what is shown in this depiction, only
a few of those involved were actually dressed as Native
Americans. (Wikipedia).

In September 1774 representatives from twelve
colonies met in Philadelphia, the first Continental
Congress, agreeing on a boycott of British imports and a
set of grievances
to be presented to
King George I,
who at that time
was completely
sane and healthy.

Both sides readied
for conflict. On the
night of 18 April,

George Washington and the

1775, Paul Revere  continental Congress. Washington
and William Dawes (middle) surrounded by members of
the Continental Congress.

rode through the
Massachusetts
countryside
warning that
the British were
marching
towards the
town of
Concord.

The following

morning a small group of colonial militia faced off
against of column of Redcoats. Shots were fired - there
is still debate as to which side shot first - and the
American Revolution had begun.

Britain may have had the world’s most professional
army, but the Americans soon demonstrated that they
could stand and fight. In the Battle of Bunker Hill their
militia fought off two British assaults, before running
out of ammunition.

The British may have prevailed, but they had suffered
over 1,000 casualties - half of their force. This Battle
emboldened the Continental Congress to establish a
Continental Army, under Washington.



https://cdn.britannica.com/67/99067-050-EB77D64F/George-Washington-members-lithograph-Continental-Congress-Currier-1876.jpg
https://cdn.britannica.com/67/99067-050-EB77D64F/George-Washington-members-lithograph-Continental-Congress-Currier-1876.jpg

The Declaration’s most famous sentence: “We hold
these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created
equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with
certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life,
Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness" — was not merely
a statement of political grievance but a philosophical
claim about the nature of humanity and the purpose of
government.

Of course “all men” did not include enslaved African-
Americans, or women, or the native population.

* ok k%

By late 1776 things were going badly for the
Revolution. They had lost New York and were fast
losing New Jersey. The Army was dwindling.

Then, on a freezing Christmas night, Washington
executed an audacious move: he crossed the icy
Delaware River with a force of 2,400 men and artillery.
At dawn a surprise attack was launched on the Hessian?
garrison at Trenton, New Jersey.

Crossing
| the
Delaware

See note
3

The Garrison soon fell; 900 were taken prisoner,
without a single American death. A victory at Princeton
followed a few days later, boosting morale and giving
fresh impetus to the Revolution.

The turning point of the War came in the second half of
the following year, at Saratoga. British General
Burgoyne’s 8,000-strong Army was surrounded,
following strong American resistance at Freeman’s
Farm and Bemis Heights.

On 17 October, 1777, Burgoyne’s force cut off from
reinforcement or rescue and forced to surrender.

Surrender of General Burgoyne at Saratoga, John Trumbull

France, which had been watching the Revolution from
the sidelines, decided that the Americans could prove
victorious. In February 1778 it signed a formal alliance
with the United States, bringing money, troops and
naval forces to the fight. Eventually both Spain and the
Netherlands joined as well.

Before that, however, there had been a temporary
setback. Washington’s Continental Army was camped
at Valley Forge, Pennsylvania , where they suffered
through another bitterly-cold winter. Without adequate
food, clothing and shelter around 2,500 died of disease
and exposure.

But good emerged from the bad: a Prussian military
officer, Baron Friedrich von Steuben, drilled the ragged
Army into a disciplined and professional force.

The final decisive engagement of the War came at
Yorktown, Virginia. British General Charles Cornwallis
and his 8,000 troops were trapped on the Peninsular
and were forced to surrender to a combined American
and French Army.

Washington and his French counterpart Rochambeau
had marched their forces south from New York, while a
French Fleet under Admiral de Grase had defeated the
British Navy at the Battle of Chesapeake.

The Treaty of Paris was signed on 3 September, 1783,
formally ending the War and recognising American
Independence. Britain ceded all territory east of the
Mississippi River to the new Nation - a vast domain.

Notes:

1. The town of Concord, Massachusetts, has special
significance for someone like the Editor who comes
from Bundanoon. Concord became the world’s second
‘bottled-water-free’ town, following Bundanoon’s
initiative in 2009.

2. Citizens of other countries were involved in the
Revolutionary War. The ‘Hessians’ were 30,000 German
mercenary soldiers who were leased to fight for the
British. Most were from the Hesse area, hence the name.

About 12,000 French soldiers and 32,000 sailors were
active participants on the American side.

Even before Saratoga the Marquis of Lafayette
volunteered to fight with the Americans early in 1777.
He was a trusted officer under Washington and played
an important figure in securing the later French
assistance.

The famous Galeries Lafayette in Paris is named in his
honour.

3. Washington Crossing the Delaware is possibly
America’s most famous painting. For more see page 12.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Trumbull

The Declaration, and what ensued ...
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The first Continental Congress, held at Carpenters’ Hall
in Philadelphia from 5 September to 26 October of
1774, had attracted 55 delegates from twelve of the
thirteen colonies.

Brought together in response to the coercive
“Intolerable Acts” passed by the British Parliament, the
Congress established a unified colonial boycott of
British goods and sent a petition with a list of
grievances to King George lll. It urged the colonies to
establish and train its own militia.

Their request went unheeded, leading to a second
Congress, also in Philadelphia, the following May,
shortly after the Battles of Lexington and Concord. This
saw the first official use of the term American
Revolutionary War.

This Congress remained is session until 1781.
In 1776 things moved quickly:

In January Thomas Paine published a revolutionary
pamphlet Common Sense. It sold over 150,000 copies
and fundamentally changed public opinion.

In March George Washington’s Continental Army drove
the British forces out of Boston.

Washington was awarded the first Congressional Gold
Medal in 1790 for his first victory of the war in Boston.

The following month Congress declared American ports
open to trade with all foreign countries except Britain,
breaching the Navigation Acts.

A resolution passed in May advised the colonies to
suppress royal authority and establish local

government. John Adams wrote a radical preamble
which was virtually a declaration of independence.

On 7 June Richard Henry Lee, a delegate from Virginia,
put forward a formal motion, stating that “these United
Colonies are, and of right ought to be, free and
independent States.” This was laid aside to allow the
delegates time to consult their home colonies.

In the meantime, on 11 June Congress appointed a
committee of five to write the formal declaration.

The Declaration Committee, Currier & Ives,
Springfield Museums.

Thomas Jefferson wrote the first draft and some
changes were suggested by other members of the
committee: John Adams, Benjamin Franklin, Roger
Sherman and Robert R. Livingston.

On 4 July, 1776, the Congress formally adopted the
Declaration of Independence.


https://www.britannica.com/biography/Thomas-Jefferson
https://www.britannica.com/biography/John-Adams-president-of-United-States
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Benjamin-Franklin
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Roger-Sherman
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Roger-Sherman
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Robert-R-Livingston
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Congressional_Gold_Medal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Congressional_Gold_Medal

Ladies of the Revolution

The Revolution was not an entirely male affair,
although it takes some research to move past the
famous men involved.

Some women disguised
themselves as men to enlist. One
was Deborah Samson, who took
the name Robert Shurtlieff and
served in the Continental Army
Artillery for over a year.

Deborah Samson

Molly Pitcher at

| Monmouth 28
\is June 1778 (c19
“ Wood Engraving)

Others, like Margaret Corbin and the legendary "Molly
Pitcher" (Mary Ludwig Hays), openly took over firing
cannons when their husbands were killed or wounded
in battle.

Leveraging societal expectations that underestimated
them, women like Anna Strong of the Culper Spy Ring
and Lydia Darragh smuggled messages and gathered
critical intelligence on British troop movements. Strong
used coded laundry arrangements to pass vital
messages to George Washington's agents.

Darragh overheard British battle plans being
discussed in her occupied home and smuggled a
warning to American forces.

Women like Sybil Ludington rode overnight
through dangerous territory to warn militia forces
of incoming British attacks.

Women organized boycotts of British goods (like the
Daughters of Liberty) and spun their own yarn and
cloth to clothe the revolutionary army. Women ran
farms, shops, and plantations alone while men
were away at war.

Over 10,000 women travelled with the Continental
Army, working as cooks, nurses, and laundresses
to keep the military functioning.

For many Black women, the fight was
a dual quest for liberty. Elizabeth
Freeman ‘Mum Bett’, was one who
successfully sued for her freedom,
helping to end slavery in her State

e 0 f \]assachusetts.

Martha Washington
(1731 - 1802)

Wife, mother, property
owner, and the “First Lady”
of the United States,
Martha Washington was
known for her personal
strength, devotion to her
husband, and patient
resolve during and after the
war.

Born Martha Dandridge on

June 2, 1731, she learned to read and write at a time
when many women did not. Throughout her life, she
read the Bible, novels, magazines, and frequently
wrote letters. At age 18, Martha married Daniel Parke
Custis, and they had four children, though only two
survived infancy. Then, at age 26, Martha became a
wealthy widow. In 1759, she married George
Washington. She was about five feet tall and he stood
over six feet and two inches tall, but she made up for
her petite stature through her unflappable spirit.

When General Washington left Mount Vernon for
military duties, Martha managed the household
expertly. She spent the brutal winters of the
Revolutionary War at the front with her husband. In
addition to providing invaluable support to him, she
mended socks, raised money for supplies, and
boosted morale among the troops. Sadly, during this
period, Martha lost her last living child, Jack, when he
died of camp fever.

After winning the War of Independence, George
Washington was elected the first president, and he
and Martha began their next chapter of service to the
new nation as America’s first couple. Known as “Lady
Washington,” Martha set important social and
political precedents like Friday receptions called
“levees” in New York and Philadelphia.

After Washington retired from the presidency, he and
Martha returned to Mount Vernon. Two years later,
George died, and as her husband had wished, Martha
freed his slaves. In 1802, two years later, Martha
died. Today, America’s first couple are buried side by
side at Mount Vernon.




Abigail Adams (1744 -1818)

Advisor, writer, and
trailblazer, Abigail Adams
famously wrote to her
husband John Adams to
“remember the Ladies” as
the Continental Congress
gathered in 1776. She
continued, “Do not put
such unlimited power into
the hands of the Husbands.
Remember all Men would
be tyrants if they could.”

Abigail was born on 22 November 1744, in
Massachusetts. She had no formal education, but was
a voracious reader, and took advantage of her
family’s library to master topics such as Shakespeare,
philosophy, and ancient history. In 1762, she met a
young lawyer, John Adams, who shared her
intellectual interests. They married and had five
children, including the future sixth president, John
Quincy Adams. In 1762, she met a young lawyer, John
Adams, who shared her intellectual interests. They
married and had five children, including the future
sixth president, John Quincy Adams.

Leading up to the Revolutionary War, John Adams
was frequently away—and it was during this period
that Abigail and John cultivated a lifelong
correspondence. She gave her thoughts on everything
from updates on the children to the need for colonial
America to abolish slavery. She also ran the farm and
the finances in Adam’s absence, keeping the family
afloat through her thriftiness.

When John Adams became vice
president and then president of the
United States in 1797, Abigail often
joined him in New York,
Philadelphia or Washington, taking
on hostess duties.

The Adams family became the first “First Family” to
live in the White House, and Abigail continued to
advise her husband on political affairs. In fact, some
called her “Mrs. President, suggesting she might have
had too much influence.”

When John Adams lost re-election in 1800, they
moved to Quincy, and Abigail devoted herself to her
family and son’s political career. She also resumed
correspondence with Jefferson, though his political
rivalry with her husband had pained her. In 1818,
Abigail Adams died of typhoid fever, but her letters
and legacy have forever shaped the American story.

Betsy Ross (1752 -1836)

Betsy Ross is
credited with
stitching the
first United
States flag—a
symbol of
freedom that
has since
become the
marker of American identity, patriotism and pride.

Born Elizabeth Griscom on January 1, 1752, in
Gloucester City, New Jersey, Betsy Ross was the
eighth of seventeen children (though only nine
survived into adulthood) and was raised by a
Quaker family in Philadelphia. After schooling, she
apprenticed under John Webster, becoming a
skilled seamstress and upholsterer. In 1773, she
eloped with John Ross, which got her expelled from
the Quaker community, since they did not approve
of Betsy marrying a non-Quaker. Together, they ran
an upholstery shop in Philadelphia, but John
tragically died in 1776.

A widow at 24, Betsy continued running the shop—
and according to legend, General George
Washington, Robert Morris, and George Ross
visited her in the summer of 1776. Washington
showed her a sketch of a flag with thirteen red and
white stripes and thirteen six-pointed stars and
Betsy advised minor changes.

This legend was made famous by her grandson
William Canby in 1870 in a speech to the
Pennsylvania Historical Society, and while there is
no definitive evidence, Betsy and the American flag
are now inextricably linked. Throughout the
Revolutionary War, and for decades after, Betsy
continued to make flags—many through
government contracts. In 1811, for example, Betsy
made over 50 garrison flags for the US Arsenal on
the Schuylkill River.

In 1777, Betsy married a merchant sailor, Joseph
Ashburn, and they had two daughters, but Joseph
was captured by a British warship and died in a
British prison in 1782.

John Claypoole, a fellow Patriot who had been
imprisoned with Joseph, visited Betsy to bring her
the news that her husband had died. Over the
course of the year, Betsy and John fell in love.

They married and had five daughters , enjoying 34
years of marriage before John’s death in 1817.

Betsy retired at the age of 76, completely blind,
and died peacefully on January 30, 1836, shortly
after her 84" birthday.

Just one of the thousands of women who helped
ensure the success of the American Revolution.



Phillis Wheatley
(1753 - 1784)

Groundbreaking poet is
considered the first
African American woman,
and only the third
American woman, to
publish a book of poems.
Wheatley was renowned
for her imagination, drive, and courage.

Born around 1753 in Africa, she was kidnapped at age
seven and enslaved in Boston, Massachusetts, to the
Wheatley family in 1761. She was named after the
boat that brought her to the colony, “the Phillis.” The
Wheatley family educated her, and within a
remarkably short period after her arrival, she had a
command of the Bible, Greek and Latin classics,
British Literature, astronomy and geography. A
prodigy, Wheatley grew in notoriety in 1770 after she
published “An Elegiac Poem, on the Death of the
Celebrated George Whitefield.”

In 1773, she travelled to London and published her
first book of poems: Poems on Various Subjects,
Religious and Moral. The first book published by an
African American, its forward was signed by John
Hancock and other Boston leaders—but not without
first having to prove she was indeed the author
because of her race and presumed illiteracy. Shortly
after returning to Boston she was emancipated.

Wheatley embraced the elegy writing style, her
African heritage, religion, and the American
Revolution—but believed slavery was a roadblock to
true freedom. At one point, she sent George
Washington a well-received poem after his
appointment as Commander of the Continental Army.

In 1778, Wheatley married John Peters, a free black
man, and despite poverty and discrimination,
continued writing. She tried to publish her second
book, but failed.

Because her husband was imprisoned for debt,
Wheatley worked as a maid while continuing to write
poetry to provide for her family. She had three
children, though none survived. Wheatley died of an
illness in 1784 at the age of 31.

Mercy Otis Warren
(1728 - 1814)

Known as the “Conscience
of the Revolution,” and
described as perhaps the
most formidable female
intellectual in eighteenth-
century America, Mercy
Otis Warren was a poet,
historian, and playwright.
She believed in the 4
Revolution, and played an integral role in capturing,
shaping, and moving the cause forward.

Born in 1728 in Barnstable, Massachusetts, Mercy Otis
was the third of thirteen children, and the family’s
oldest daughter. She grew up in a household where
her intellectual and academic pursuits were
encouraged, which was unusual for women at the
time. She married James Warren, a politician, in 1754,
and they had five sons. Defying custom and
convention, Warren was openly political, engaging
with many great figures and thinkers like John Adams,
Abigail Adams, and Samuel Adams.

Patriotic, and writing anonymously, Warren published
her satire, The Adulateur (1772), and two other

plays, Defeat (1773), and The Group (1775)—each
denouncing the British. She supported the Boston Tea
Party and boycotts of British goods.

In 1790, using her real name, Warren was the third
woman to publish a book of poems, behind Anne
Bradstreet and Phillis Wheatley. In 1805, Warren also
published History of the Rise, Progress, and
Termination of the American Revolution—a three
volume work that comprehensively captured the
history leading toward Revolution. This was one of
the first nonfiction books published by a woman in
America.

She also denounced the institution of slavery because
it could “banish a sense of general liberty.” And as an
Anti-Federalist, she took a strong stand against
ratification of the Constitution. At the age of 86,
Warren died on October 19, 1814, in Massachusetts —
leaving behind a legacy as a bold woman undeterred
in telling the truth.

Women played vital and diverse roles in the American War of Independence. They served as combatants and spies
on the front lines, managed homesteads and businesses, organized large-scale fundraising drives, and provided
essential medical and logistical support to sustain the Continental Army throughout the conflict.

While barred from official enlistment, women like Deborah Sampson disguised themselves as men to serve as
soldiers on the battlefield. Heroines like Mary Hays (of legend of Molly Pitcher fame) braved enemy fire to deliver
water to dehydrated soldiers and tend to the wounded.




The Governors of NSW

In responses to the recent member survey almost all said that they would welcome a series of articles about the early Governors of
NSW. Before commencing that, however, | thought we might start with the man who laid the foundation for them, Captain James
Cook — one of the greatest navigators the world has known. Of course Cook was not a Governor, but without him NSW may well be
a very different place - probably with a different name and speaking French.

As a member of the Captain Cook Society, | might be slightly prejudiced, but | can put forward his career in the Royal Navy as
justification, if any be needed. The story is far too long for this edition but below is some information which may be of interest ... Ed.

Cook’s father, also James, moved from Scotland to
Yorkshire around 1720 — five years after the Jacobite
rebellion. A nice legend says that James’s mother
farewelled him with the words: “I hope you will find
grace.” In 1725 he did indeed find Grace — he married
Grace Pace in the local parish church.

The couple settled in Morton-in-Cleveland, near
Guisborough, where their first son, John, was born a
year or so later. Soon after that the family moved to
nearby Marton-in-Cleveland, where, on 27.10.1728 a
second son was born. A week later he was baptised -
James Cook. Other children followed, but of the eight
siblings only two lived to any age.

Soon after James'’s birth the family moved to a larger
cottage in the village. Their old one became the village
alehouse - The Sign of the Bear. James was taught the
basics here by a Mrs Walker.

In 1736 James’s father took a job as manager of
Airyholme Farm for local squire Thomas Scottowe, four
miles away
in Great
Ayton, a
larger
village.

His father
did well —
in 1755 he
built a new
house in Great Ayton, which was brought to
Melbourne in 1934 and rebuilt in Fitzroy Gardens.
Captain James Cook never lived in the cottage — he’d
been away from home for almost ten years when it
was built.

In 1745 James left home, aged seventeen to become a
shop-boy for a William Sanderson, who owned a
grocery/haberdashery business in Staithes - a fishing
port not far away. When not working he spent his time
around the docks.

Sanderson bowed to the inevitable and arranged an
apprenticeship for James with a friend, Mr John
Walker, in Whitby, six miles away. Walker was a
Quaker, a shipowner, a coal shipper.

Cook lived with the Walkers in Grape Lane — the house
is now the Captain Cook Memorial Museum. It is part
of a walking trail opened by the (now) King Charles to
mark the bicentenary of Cook’s first voyage.

Whitby was a large industrial centre, particularly for a
boy from Marton-in-Cleveland. It was the base for over
200 ships. It was an important shipbuilding centre —
there were five major yards and many small ones. Coal
was the major commodity: a million-ton-p.a. industry,
employing 1,000 ships carrying coal from Tyneside.

Apprentices were usually aged only 12-14 - Cook was
almost 18. They worked hard to - learn the ropes - one
of many everyday expressions we still use today,
without realising their nautical origin.

The 1681 White Horse and Griffin pub was nearby.
They had only one half-day shore leave each week;
with his Quaker background Cook was never a heavy
drinker, but he and his mates may well have popped in
to this establishment, which still trades today.

The Whitby ‘Cats’ were specially designed for the bulk
trade. The 1789 edition of William Falconer’s Universal
Dictionary of the Marine defines a Cat as: “A ship
employed in the coal trade, formed from the
Norwegean model. It is distinguished by a narrow
stern, projecting quarters, a deep waist, and by having
no ornamental figure on the prow ... generally built
remarkably strong”.

The Cats carried 400-
600 tons; they had a
severe lack of beauty,
but could be easily
converted to carry a
large cargo of almost
anything. They were
manned by a crew of
twenty - seamen and
apprentices.

Curiously, the Endeavour, renamed the Earl of
Sandwich, was used as a troop transport during the
War of Independence. It, together with other British
ships, was scuttled in Newport Harbour, Rhode Island,
to prevent attacking American and French forces from
entering the Bay. The wreck was identified only recently.



Our next meeting

The Lone Pine room is not available for our 13 August
meeting, so it has been transferred to the
Montgomery Theatre.

This is in many ways appropriate, as it will allow us
the show off the revamped facility to our
neighbouring sub-Branches.

Our guest speaker will be the Acting-President of RSL
NSW, Brigadier Williams, CSC (Retd). This visit has
been planned for some time and will be a highlight
of our 2026 programme. It is a great honour for a
small sub-Branch, showing the respect in which we
are held and the important role that our Village fills
in the Veteran community.

In view of the significance of Mr Williams’ visit, all
of the other sub-Branches in the Northern Beaches
District Council area have been invited. Other
residents of the Village are also welcome.

Then newly-appointed RSL NSW Acting President
Brigadier Vincent Williams, CSC (Retd.) speaking at the
2025 Annual State Congress in Tamworth.

A profile of the Brigadier will appear in the August
Dispatches, but put Thursday 13 August in your
diary now.

From the Editor:

The lead topic for this month is so large that we have
another twelve page edition to do it justice.

My dear late wife Pam’s daughter, who | love very
much and is very good to me, is a leading journalist,
who receives a copy of Dispatches each month. For
some time she has been commenting on the
predominance of male content. | trust that | have at
least to some extent remedied that this time.

It is often easy to remember the famous generals and
other servicemen and forget the unsung heroines (I'm
not sure if that term is still politically correct).

Ralph

Anzac Memorial, Hyde Park, bus trip
Thursday 20 August

ay.
B T

Following the success of our May bus trip to Victoria
Barracks, another excursion has been arranged for
Thursday 20 August.

We will first enjoy a guided tour of the Memorial, then
participate in the brief but memorable 11.00am
service. The Memorial is currently an exhibition of
paintings of sites from the disastrous 1941 Greece
Campaign.

We will then drive the short distance to Anzac House,
headquarters of RSL NSW, where we will learn a little
of what goes on there and have lunch. There may
possibly be another small inclusion, still being
investigated.

There will be minimal walking involved and no stairs
to navigate. The cost is only $20.

A booking sheet will be circulated at the 9 July
meeting, or contact the secretary/tours coordinator.

Note 3. (From page 6)

Washington Crossing the Delaware is the title of three
1851 oil-on-canvas paintings by German-American
artist Emanuel Leutze.

The original was part of the collection at the Kunsthalle in
Bremen, Germany, and was destroyed in a 1942 bombing
raid during World War 1.

One of Leutze's other two versions is now featured in
the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York City. It’s
simple frame was found to not be original and it was
restored from an 1864 photograph discovered in 2007.

The 3.600 x 6.400mm carved replica frame is surmounted
by a spectacular 4.200mm eagle crest.

The third, smaller version was in the West

Wing reception area of the White House in Washington,
D.C., but in March 2015, was purchased and put on
display at the Minnesota Marine Art Museum. In April
2022 Christie's announced that the smaller painting
would be sold at auction the following month, for a pre-
sale estimate of $15 million to $20 million USD. It sold for
USD $45 million.
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