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President’s message

DISPATCHES

War Veterans Village ) .
(Narrabeen) RSL sub- Regional Manager Stephanie Stoddard spoke

about the Development Proposal for the
Memorial Wall at our last meeting. This is
included in stage 3 of the Village re-development.
There is more about this in other reports.

It was a slow start to the month.

Branch Newsletter

Sub-Branch contacts:
Office: Lower ground floor of the
Gallipoli building. Open Monday -

Thursday 9.30-12.00. Peter, Ralph and | went to the recent NBDC meeting and enquired
Office telephone: 8978 4266. with the district President about the Memorial Wall being moved
Sub-Branch email: 20m to the north.

War-Veterans-VillageSB@rsinsw.org.au | found out that the sub-Branch committee are the Custodian of all

President: Geoff Seis 0434 490 745 Military Artifacts in the village.

geoffcs20153@gmail.com The Village Expo was a great success for the sub-Branch; there is a
Secretary: Ralph Clark 0418 265 529 new member to chase up as a result.

rlc2578@gmail.com

One of a few things that were brought up by some people outside
of the village was to have a table frontal with the RSL logo on it to
Vice-president: John Sowden say who we are. This will be discussed at the next meeting.
Welfare: Bram Pollack 0423 344 055
bpollack@optusnet.com.au

Treasurer: Peter Cole

| had the privilege of going at short notice to the Lion King at the
Capitol Theatre on Wednesday 27/05/26 and what a great show it

Assistant Secretary: Bev Ash .
was, with spectacular costumes.

Committee: Pamela Dodd, Sandy
Louwrens and Barbara Moore.

Editor: Ralph Clark 0418 265 529

Geoff Seis, President

rlc2578@gmail.com FROM THE TREASURER’S DESK

There is little to report this issue. Funds are still
Dispatches is published monthly by the healthy at close to $60,000.
War Veterans Village RSL sub-Branch. Required returns have been submitted to RSL
Opinions expressed are those of the NSW and the Australian Charities and Not-for-
individual authors and not necessarily profits Commission.

those of the sub-Branch. Peter Cole, Honorary Treasurer

Through an active membership we keep
the ANZAC spirit alive and growing. Membership:
The statistics as at 31 st May 2026 are as follows:

Page 1 images are from the Australian

War Memorial and Australian Media Hall Service Members 63

of Fame Websites. Affiliate Members 49
s . Life Subscribers 3

i Dates for the diary: Associate Members 9

EThursdav 11 June: Monthly meeting - : Total 124

9.30am in the Lone Pine. Military Forestville RSL sub-Branch has yet to complete the transfer of Adam
: historian Noel Phelan will speak about Fellepa to our sub-Branch.

The miracle of D-Day. New Member applications received: Yvonne Pieper (Labuan) -

gThursday 2 July: Committee meeting. Affiliate.

éThursda 9 July: Monthly meeting New Transfers In applications received: Colin and Joan Porter
59.00am. (Simpson of Gallipoli) Affiliates.
: Friday 10 July: sub-Branch tables at the Those members will be added to our figures when registered by RSL

EViIIage Christmas in July Lunch. NSW.

EThursdav 20 August: Anzac Memorial and

RSL excursion. More details later. :
R ; Peter Cole, Membership Registrar

Ninety-six of our members now have email addresses recorded.



Secretary’s Report

The Village Expo on 13 May showed the
sub-Branch to good effect. A new
member, some welcome income from
badge sales and great PR made the
exercise well worthwhile.

Our 21 May Victoria Barracks excursion went well,
despite the threatening weather. A guided tour of
historic Centennial Park was a welcome extra. The 28
May Social event and the May meeting are covered
elsewhere.

A dozen members attended
the Defence of Sydney Service
on 5June, where President
Geoff presented a book on
behalf of the sub-Branch.

It was an impressive and well-
¥ run event, with a record
number of schools there.

Regional Manager Stephanie Stoddartdkindly attended
our May meeting to explain the proposal to slightly
move the Memorial Wall to allow improved traffic entry
to the Village when stage three of the ‘Reimagining’ of
the Village takes place.

It was decided that a submission should be made to the
Department of Planning on the proposal. Our
submission, a copy of which was sent to RSL LifeCare,
insisted that the sub-Branch must be consulted before
any action is planned which could affect a memorial or
site of military significance in the Village.

I am in the process of setting up a Mailchimp email
system, which will facilitate communication with
members and present a much more professional image.
This builds on Peter Cole’s work on establishing a list of
member emails.

And lastly, some forty members enjoyed the first of
what we hope will be regular social get-togethers on 28
May. Further social events will follow.

Our next meeting is on Thursday 11 June - | hope to see
you there.

Ralph Clark

Vice President John
Sowden was in
Canberra a few
weeks ago and sent
this photo with
Shirley McLaren.

Welfare Report

| spoke with David Picknell earlier in
the month, he is feeling much better.

| saw Pattie Page who is doing well
after her surgery. And she was able to
attend our sub-Branch meeting in May.

During the month | followed up on two requests to
contact members, but unfortunately | was only able to
speak with their answering machines.

| also went through the lengthy process of registering
with Services NSW and the NDIS for clearance to work
with our sub-Branch members. Now awaiting the
registration okay.

Bram Pollack - Welfare Support Officer (in waiting)

Chaplain’s message

“Everyone should be quick to listen,
slow to speak and slow to become
angry.” James 1:19

These simple words contain profound
wisdom for daily living. In a world
filled with noise, opinions, and hurried conversations,
God calls us first to listen.

Listening is an act of love. It shows respect, builds
understanding, and helps us see others as God sees
them.

Many people, instead of listening, speak of themselves.
There are times when people desire to be heard. Giving
another person that time to be listened to is a
marvellous gift.

Being slow to speak does not mean remaining silent
when truth needs to be spoken, but it encourages us to
choose our words carefully.

Words have the power to heal or to hurt, to encourage
or to discourage. A thoughtful response is often more
valuable than a quick reaction.

A response that hears, rather than giving advice,
correcting or speaking about another situation we
know, tells the other person that they are valued.

James also urges us to be slow to anger. Anger can
cloud our judgment and damage relationships. By
seeking God&#39;s grace and guidance, we can
respond with patience and gentleness instead.

Today, may we listen well, speak wisely, and reflect the
character of Christ in all our relationships, bringing
peace and encouragement to those around us.

Blessings,

Keith



The Australian War Memorial

1916. Australia is at war, bogged down on the Western
Front. Charles Bean, Australia’s official war
correspondent, (See following pages) who had landed
on Gallipoli on 25 April 1915, is with them as usual.

It was after visiting the battlefield at Pozieres in August
1916 that Bean first mentioned his thoughts on
establishing an Australian war memorial museum to his
batman, Staff Sergeant Arthur Bazley.

Bean envisaged a national war museum in Australia’s
new capital, Canberra, although the seat of Australian
government was still in Melbourne, as it would remain
for another decade.

His initial vision was mainly concerned with the
preservation of the relics and trophies of Australian
battles — Bean was actively working towards earning
Australia the right to keep and maintain its own war
records, following the success of Canada in this regard
in 1916.

Bean’s efforts convinced the government to form an
Australian War Records Section in 1917, appointing

Lieutenant John Treloar as
officer-in-charge. Treloar
would go on to serve as
Director of the Memorial
from 1920 to 1952.

Appropriately, the street on
which the Memorial is
located is now named for
him - Treloar Crescent.

By 1918, as the Great War
came to its conclusion,
Bean’s vision had expanded
to link the collection of war relics and records with a
lasting memorial to those who had given their lives.

"AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORI

John Linton Treloar (AWM)
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An Australian War Museum committee was established
in 1919, with Henry Gullett (Below) appointed as the
first Director of the Museum.

Bean and Treloar believed
that the museum and
memorial functions were
inseparably linked; along with
Gullett they guided its
creation and operation for

. \ ' the next forty years.

< The site selected was at the
end of the main axis of

Walter Gurley Griffin’s city plan — a place where Griffin
had envisaged a casino. This decision did not happen
until 1923, when the Commonwealth government
finally announced its intention to use this site for the
‘Australian war memorial.’ In 1925 the AWM was
legislated; it was inaugurated on 25 April 1929.

A competition to find a design was held in 1925-26, but
no entry met all of the conditions and no winner was
selected. Two of the entrants, John Crust and Emil
Sodersten were asked to develop a design incorporating
Sodersten’s architectural style and Crust’s innovative
cost-cutting
approach. It was
finished by 1927.

Much of the
design was
Sodersten’s work,
drawing on the
recent European
Art Deco style.
However the main building was also strongly influenced
by Crust’s incorporation of a commemorative courtyard
and the Roll of Honour, together with Bean’s original
concept of a central ‘great hall’ — now the Hall of
Memory.




It would be another decade, however, before the final
details of the design were finally settled, well after
building had begun.

Work on the Memorial started in 1929, but was
delayed by the onset of the Great Depression, which
also caused some reduction in the scope of the project.

In 1934, the "Lone Pine" pine, propagated from a seed
brought back from Gallipoli, was planted on the
property, and some construction work had started
again. By 1935, parts of the Memorial Building were
occupied by AWM staff, although the bulding was not
officially opened to the public until Remembrance
Dayin 1941

P e N ) A > .
A crowd of some 4,000 people came out to watch the
Governor General, Lord Gowrie, declare the AWM
open in the presence of Prime Minister John Curtin,
AIF Commander General Blamey, VVC winners, church

leaders, MPs and other dignitaries.

While the Memorial was initially intended to
commemorate only World War |, in 1939 the beginning
of World War Il led to this role being reviewed. In 1941
the board of the Memorial recommended the Second
World War be included and in 1952 the Australian War
Memorial Act was amended to extend the AWM's
scope of commemoration to include Australian
involvement in all wars.

Perhaps inadvertently this also narrowed the scope of
the Memorial to cover only Australian service
personnel, excluding Australians serving in other
Commonwealth forces, Merchant Navy sailors and
civilians such as members of the Red Cross and war
correspondents that had previously been intended to
be within the scope of the Memorial.

In 1975, its scope was expanded again to allow for the
commemoration of Australians who died as a result of
war, even those who had not served with an armed
force from Australia.

In 1993, a Tomb of the Unknown Soldier was installed
in the Memorial Building's Hall of Memory. From 1996
to 1999, the AWM expanded and upgraded its museum
galleries and exhibitions, as well as creating a space for
temporary exhibitions.

Queen Elizabeth Ii, being
guided around the AWM
by Charles Bean, with the
Duke of Edinburgh behind
them naval uniform,
February 1954.

Several structures, most
designed by Denton Corker
Marshall, were built on the
grounds from the 1980s to
2000s, to house additional
museum exhibits and administrative offices.

More recently, in 2018 Prime Minister Scott Morrison
announced a $498.7 million expansion, which continues
to attract controversy.

Some are taken aback by the cost; others, including
long-term AWM historian Peter Stanley, fear that the
new work will dominate the original.

The award-winning 2001 Anzac Hall was demolished in
2021 and replaced with a larger area to display large
military objects such as vehicles and aircraft.

SR <
R

The project will allow expanded coverage of more
recent military and peacekeeping operations, such as
Afghanistan, Iraq and East Timor.

A new southern entrance and improved visitor facilities
is the second tranche of the development, the last is
alterations to the surrounds and landscaping. The full
project is scheduled for completion by 2028.

A New Anzac is a four-part documentary SBS series which
follows the redevelopment of the Australian War Memori-
al. It is available on SBS on Demand.
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Charles Bean, Father of the Australian War memorial

Charles Edwin Woodrow
Bean was born at Bathurst
on 18 November 1879, the
eldest of the three sons of
Reverend Edwin Bean,
headmaster at All Saints'
College.

The family moved to the UK
when Charles was nine, his :
father having been appointed headmaster of

Brentwood School, Essex. (See story on page 8).

At Clifton College, in Bristol, Bean developed a keen
interest in literature, going on to a Master of Arts at
Oxford in 1903 and a Bachelor of Civil Law the following
year. At both seats of learning he served in the
volunteer corps.

In 1904 Bean returned to Australia, where he first
became an assistant master at Sydney Grammar
School, at the same time
contributing articles to the Evening
News, at the time edited by Andrew
‘Banjo’ Paterson. (Pictured, right)

Admitted to the NSW Bar in 1905, he
found work as a judge’s advocate, |
which meant that he travelled
around the state for the next three
years, becoming fascinated by life in the outback.

Pursuing his love of writing, in 1908 Bean applied for a
job at the Sydney Morning Herald, as suggested to him
by Paterson. As a junior reporter he covered the
Sydney waterside workers' strike and wrote a twelve-
part series of articles on country NSW .

Later that year Bean was the SMH’s special
correspondent on HMS Powerful, the flagship of the
Royal Navy squadron in Australia, from where he
reported on the visit of the United States' ‘Great White
Fleet’ to Australia.

FLAGSHIp The following year the articles were
published in book form as With the
Flagship in the South in which Bean
advocated the establishment of an

Australian Navy.

In 1909, Bean was sent by the SMH to
far western NSW to write a series of
articles on the wool industry. His views on the
Australian character — mateship, resilience and laconic
good humour in the face of adversity - were reinforced
by this experience. Bean later took that sense of an
independent Australian character with him to war.

SOUTH

Two books evolved from this
experience: On the Wool

Track, first published in 1910,
reprinted many times and now
accepted as an Australian classic
(The editor owns an early copy),
and the social documentary of
the Darling River, The Dreadnought of the Darling, an
account of his trip down the river on a small paddle
steamer, first published in 1911.

1910 saw Bean posted to London by the SMH. From
there, and from America where he stopped for several
days en-route, he produced a series of articles about
city development and planning, particularly the
provision of open spaces.

In Scotland he
witnessed the
building of the
newly-
established
AustraTllan fleet's -
flagship, HMAS
Australia
(Pictured, right)
and the cruisers HMAS Sydney and Melbourne. His
despatches from Scotland would be incorporated
in Flagships Three, published in 1913.

In 1913, Bean returned to Sydney as a leader-writer for
the SMH, continuing to write about town planning and
how Sydney should be developed. He called for a Chair
of Town Planning and Architecture at Sydney University
and for the resumption of land to allow the expansion
of the city's railways.

His The Great Rivers series for the SMH was published in
May 1914.

At the outbreak of World War |, he was investigating
social conditions in Aboriginal communities, intending
to publish a series of articles on that topic. By mid-1914
however, he was writing a daily commentary on the
crisis in Europe.

When Australia joined the War the Australian
Government asked the Australian Journalists'
Association to nominate an official correspondent to
accompany the Australian Imperial Force (A.L.F). In
September 1914 Bean was elected by his peers,
defeating Keith Murdoch in the national ballot.

He would be an embedded correspondent, with his
despatches available to all Australian newspapers and
published in the Commonwealth Gazette.
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Bean retained his civilian status so as to be free of
unnecessary military restrictions. He was given the
honorary rank of captain and provided with

a batman and driver. His despatches had first to
navigate the strict British censor.

After spending time
with the troops in ;
Egypt, Bean landed at |
Gallipoli on 25 April .
1915; he was the only “‘**
war correspondent to >
remain until the

December evacuation.

ok

C. E. W. Bean on the Pyramid o

Cheops, Giza, before the Gallipoli
invasion. (AWM)

For the help he gave
to wounded men under fire on the night of 8 May 1915
during the Australian charge at Krithia, Bean was
recommended for the Military Cross, for which as a
civilian he was not eligible. He was, however,
Mentioned in Despatches.

Charles
Wheeler,
Charge of the
2nd Infantry

& Brigade at
) % Krithia, oil on
5! canvas, 1927.

During the August Offensive, the last British throw at
the Dardanelles, Bean was shot in the thigh. Reluctant
to relinquish his post at a time of activity he refused to
be evacuated from the peninsula to a hospital ship,
convalescing in his dugout. The bullet remained lodged
within millimetres of his femoral artery for the rest of
his life.

From 1916 to 1918 he witnessed almost every major
AIF battle on the Western Front.

After visiting the battlefield at Poziéres in August 1916,
Bean first mentioned his thoughts on establishing an
Australian war memorial museum to his batman
Private, later Staff Sergeant, Arthur Bazleyl. In 1919, he
returned to Gallipoli to study the battlefield and report
on how the Australian graves should be maintained.

Fellow journalist Keith Murdoch wrote of Bean:

No accounts of actions could be more accurate than his
- no description of the men's suffering and gallantry
could be more sympathetic. He is always in the place
where he can see and help most, however dangerous it
may be.

1. Bazley and Bean became lifelong friends. Bazley
turned nineteen at Gallipoli. After the War he had a
significant career, including significant service at the
AWM. He will feature in a coming edition of Dispatches.

Bean sent a stream of stories back to his newspapers.
"While some editors", according to The Oxford
Companion to Australian Military History, "complained
that Bean’s despatches were insufficiently graphic, his
writing was sober and painstakingly accurate and
sought to convey within the limitations imposed on
him, something of the experience of the Australians at
the front.”

As no official photographer was appointed to cover
Gallipoli, Bean also recorded events with his camera.
The AWM's official photograph collection contains
1,100 of his prints covering the first convoy, Egypt and
Gallipoli.

In late March 1916, Bean sailed with the A.I.F. from
Egypt to France, where he reported on all but one of
the engagements involving Australian soldiers. As
evidenced by his diary entries, he moved back and
forth along the Western Front with the Australian
troops, often at the frontline under fire, running from
shell hole to shell hole for protection.

Having missed the poorly conceived and executed
attack at Fromelles on 19 July 1916, the first big
Australian action in France which had resulted in heavy
losses, Bean was there the following morning moving
among survivors getting their stories.

Several days after the battle of Fromelles ended, Bean
witnessed the battle of Pozieres. Over several weeks
he was on the ground and sometimes in the trenches
as the fighting raged. The experience shook him as it
revealed the horror and destruction of modern
warfare. Bean recorded in his diary: 'Pozieres is one
vast Australian cemetery'.

The carnage on the Somme caused Bean to conceive
the idea of a memorial where Australia could
commemorate its war dead and view the relics its
troops collected. He had noticed as early as the
Gallipoli campaign that Australian soldiers were avid
collectors of battlefield souvenirs and imagined a
museum where they would be displayed.

Several months after the fighting at Poziéres, Bean
returned to the battlefield, where he collected the first
relics for what would eventually become the AWM.

During the war, Bean filled more than two hundred
notebooks that he later used to write his Official
History of Australia in the War 1914-1918, a task which
took from 1921 to 1943. He wrote numerous other
military and historical works and was awarded several
honorary degrees, but he refused a knighthood.

Bean died on 30 August 1968 at Concord Repatriation
General Hospital in Sydney, aged 84. He was survived
by his wife Ethel 'Effie' and an adopted daughter, Joyce.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Batman_(military)

A bit more on Bean

While researching Charles (more often referred to as
CEW) Bean | came across the Brentwood School
archives website. The English Public (i.e. private)
school system has fascinated me since devouring the
novels of PG Wodehouse as a boy so this could not be
resisted.

Bean’s alma mater school magazine, the
Brentwoodian, was first produced in 1891 and gives
details of school events, sports, societies, academic
achievements, staff and governors, as well as short
stories and poems by pupils. The editions (usually three
per year) have been digitized up to 1945. There are
numerous references to CEW, whose father was
headmaster from 1891 to 1913, before retiring to
Tasmania. Charles was a pupil in 1891-94. The pictures
and text below are taken verbatim from the school
website. ... Ed.

Headmaster Edwin Bean and the schooll906

“And if ships must fight and men must dare,
The old red wall will send its share.”

These are the words of the school song ‘The Old Red
Wall’, written by Charles Edwin Woodrow Bean in
1912. At the time he wrote ‘The Old Red Wall’, he was
working in London as a reporter for the Sidney (sic)
Morning Herald and living with his parents at
Brentwood School.

When war broke out the next year, C. E. W. Bean was
appointed the official press representative for the
Australian government at the front [December 1914,
p. 1.]. He is well known as the editor of the 12-
volume Official History of Australia in the War of 1914-
1918 (and author of the first 6 volumes).

He is also renowned as a founder of the Australian
War Memorial in Canberra.

There are many references to, and contributions by,
C. E. W. Bean in the Brentwoodian, which reflect not
only C. E. W.’s affection for the School he attended for
four years and that his father governed, but also the
School’s fondness for this Old Brentwood (sic).

C. E. W. contributed a story about a robbery by
bushrangers in Goulbourn (sic), New South Wales, in
1867 to the Brentwoodian [December 1905, p. 6].

In April 1911, while he was staying at the School,

C. E. W. gave a lantern lecture on Australia and also
devised the garden scene for the School’s production
of The Merchant of Venice. [April 1911, p. 2 and p. 7].

C. E. W.’s concern
to improve the
School’s
performance in
cricket is also
revealed in an
article he wrote
about the back
stroke and forward |
stroke [June 1913,
p. 4].

In the same issue
of the Brentwood-
ian, he is reported
to have given an
“illuminating
lecture, with clever diagrams, on the Making of the
Navy” [June 1913, p. 12].

Even after his father retired as Headmaster and went
to live in Tasmania, C. E. W. kept in regular contact
with Brentwood School. In a letter to the School dated
15 February 1915, C. E. W. reported on his new
appointment as the official correspondent for the
Commonwealth of Australia [March 1915, p.3].

A much better and more personal impression of Charles
Bean can be found, strangely, in the annals of the
Supreme Court of NSW.

A Google search for The forgotten CEW Bean by Justice
Geoff Lindsay will bring up an address in the Banco Court
marking Remembrance Day, 1916. | thoroughly
recommend that you go to that effort.

Our thoughts on Bean are dominated by the military side
of his life. This address shows a completely different
man, with wide interests.

There are sixteen chapters in Bean’s book, In your
hands, Australians, released in November 1918;

their headings show the breadth of

e rerTe N
N YOUR HANDS, W /¢ interests:

. JAUSTRALIANS
W The Legacy; Under which flag?; The
League of Nations; The Towns; On
starting a Progress Association; The
use of Brain; Foreign Policy: New
Zealand, Britain, America and
fl Canada; Defence; Population; The
1 Country District; The Country Town;
.4 E.W. BEAN || The Great Cities; Who can best
S " make our city laws; The
Laboratories that we need; and, Education.

A truly fascinating man ... Ed.
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Sir Keith Arthur Murdoch

(12 August 1885 — 4 October
1952), began his career as a
journalist working for

the Age, Herald and Sydney
evening Sun.

Murdoch was a founding member
of the Australian Journalists
Association when it was established in 1910.

In 1911 he was appointed Federal political reporter for
The Age. When the First World War erupted Murdoch
narrowly lost a journalist’s ballot to Charles Bean for
the coveted position of AlF official correspondent.

At the age of 33, Murdoch spent just four days on the
Gallipoli peninsula. He met with Australia’s official war
correspondent Charles Bean and British journalist Ellis
Ashmead-Bartlett, and shared their shock at the
conditions endured by the soldiers.

After failing to smuggle a letter written by Ashmead-
Bartlett to Britain's prime minister past the censors,
Murdoch sent his own 8,000-word letter on the
Gallipoli campaign to Australia’s Prime Minister Andrew
Fisher. Both were highly critical of the Gallipoli fiasco.

r

' Today Murdoch's
a0 | Gallipoli letter is
considered a
| national treasure.
Highly critical of the
' Dardanelles
campaign but filled
with emotional
' descriptions of the
'Anzac troops, the
| letter is said to have
a8 an overestisstiss, we should have been through to Cometestincple l InﬂuenCEd the
R v ‘ | withdrawal of allied
troops from the peninsula, although it put him off-side
with many high-ranking officers.

Influential with many important politicians in both
countries, Murdoch acted as an intermediary between
the prime ministers of Australia and Britain.

After the War his media presence rapidly increased; in
1929 he acquired the Adelaide Advertiser. Within a
decade he had established a national chain of
newspapers and radio stations. Already of strong right-
wing opinions, he grew increasingly strident during the
Second World War.

A long-time patron of the Arts and founder of the
media empire which is now News Ltd, Murdoch was
knighted in 1933.

Three Australian

War
& Correspondents,
G L Gilmour, CE
" W Beanand K A
& Murdoch, in
S8l military tunics,
™ \watching the
57th and 58th
Battalions in
action against
Cabaret Wood Farm, a position in the Hindenburg Line,
about 1200 yards north-east of Bellicourt, in France, from
the safety of a ditch. (AWM image).

Andrew Barton ‘Banjo’ Paterson, best known as the
author of Waltzing Matilda and The Man from Snowy
River, was also a prominent war correspondent.

During the Second Boer War
(1899-1902), he filed graphic,
on-the-ground dispatches for
The Sydney Morning Herald
and the Melbourne Age.

His vivid articles covered major
military movements, including
the relief of Kimberley, the surrender of
Bloemfontein (where he was the first correspondent
to ride into the city), and the capture of Pretoria.

While in South Africa he rubbed shoulders with other
notable correspondents like Winston Churchill and
Rudyard Kipling, as well as high-ranking British
military figures.

War Artists

A number of well-
known Australian
artists have painted
our forces. Nora
Heyson, daughter of
the famous Sir Hans l
and an Archibald

Prize winner, was our
first female War artist, serving in New Guinea in WWII.

And it was not only the Army, as shown below:

HMAS Australia at
the surrender of
the German fleet
in the Firth of
| Forth, by Arthur
| Burgess, 1919—
1920, oil on linen,
138x230 cm.

Stuart Reid’s Ross
Smith’s Handley Page at
Heliopolis (Cairo), 1918.



RSL Decicentennial

Strangely the 110th anniversary of the RSL seems to
have received scant attention. Cupcakes were shared at
the quarterly morning
tea at RSL NSW, but |
have found little else.
Much of the following
comes from RSL
Victoria and RSL
Australia ... Ed.

On 6 June 1916,

delegates from across Australia gathered in Melbourne
to establish what would become the RSL, driven by a
need to care for returned soldiers who had given
everything in service of this nation. But prior to that ...

In late August 1915 the last Australian offensive
operations were being fought out on Hill 60. Having
been cut down in their hundreds at Lone Pine at the
beginning of August this last push advanced their
position only marginally at a great loss of life.

As Gallipoli was reduced to an unwinnable deadlock a
group of men on the other side of the world were
arriving home. They had escaped, albeit wounded, from
the carnage at Gallipoli to what they thought would be
a grateful nation. Instead, when the troopship Ballarat
arrived in Melbourne with one of the first boatloads of
wounded soldiers no one was there to meet them.

Having suffered through the death and devastation of
the trenches the lack of a reception shocked them. If
their initial arrival was disappointing the homecoming
receptions that were finally arranged must have been
surreal for men just returned home from the horrors of
the front line.

According to the Australasian magazine a welcome
home party was put on by the chairwoman of the
Overseas Club, which was itself a charity established to
raise money for the war effort.

Fifty wounded soldiers from the Gallipoli campaign
were invited and were “liberally supplied with
cigarettes” provided by the Lady Mayoress’s Patriotic
League. They were given a badge in the form of a large
gum leaf bearing the word “Bravo” and a kookaburra in
gold paint was pinned to their tunic with red, white and
blue ribbons.

Streamers were thrown and patriotic songs sung at the
wounded soldiers. Among those present was a Corporal
James who had been shot through the spine and was
“unable to hold himself erect.” Despite speaking of his
determination to return to the front “and have another
shot at the Turk” soldiers like Corporal James needed
more than pretty ribbons and souvenirs.

While charities in support of the war had sprung up
across the country the returned soldiers saw at once
the need for a group to represent them. They needed
an organisation to look out for the welfare of the
wounded and the families of their fallen mates. If no
such organisation existed, they knew they had to make
it themselves.

Nine days after the welcome home party at the
Overseas Club the venue was used again, this time for a
meeting the soldiers had organised themselves.
According to the minutes of that meeting the first order
of business was the election of Staff Sergeant Thomas
Norman Stephens as Chair of the fledgling organisation.

Remarkably Staff Sergeant Stephens was only 20 years
old when he enlisted on 15 August 1915, days after the
declaration of war. His battalion had been part of the
second wave to land at Gallipoli on 25 April 1915. It is
not clear the cause but by June 1915 he was found to
be medically unfit and returned to Australia.

U%: Moved and seconded that the Association be called “The
S5 Returned Soldfers' Association.” Garcied.

8, Proposed and soconded that a lerter be sent Te Enrc-\n on

traza,

"8, Proposed ond seconded that a letter of thanks be sent o
officinls of trensport committee,

10. Pas the , Btate Governor, Governor General,
4 words, Sir Ji kadden, Dr, Maloney, Lord Mayor,

Nr, o
pl. John Vren, Captaln Heath and Mr, Mehobertaon,

Swiaa

Excerpt of Minutes of Meeting 29 August 1915 of newly formed Returned
Soldiers Association

At only 21 years of age, he now found himself the
chairperson of Australia’s first veteran charity. The
meeting moved the group should be called “The
Returned Soldiers’ Association” (RSA) and staff

Sergeant Stephens was issued with badge number 1.
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Over the following weeks the purpose of the
organisation was set out in a series of motions.
According to the Argus Chairman Thomas Stephens
said that “the association had been formed to look
after the interest of returned soldiers generally, to
provide a means of social reunion, to lend a helping
hand to deserving comrades....and to establish a
benevolent fund.”

With the need to provide a unified approach to the
repatriation and welfare assistance to returning
soldiers a meeting of the state associations was held in
the office of the Returned Soldiers Association in the
Block Arcade in Collins Street Melbourne on 6 June 1916.



The first meeting, 6 June 1916 - 110 years ago.

In addition to advocating for free public transport for
veterans and discounted theatre tickets, the association
directly campaigned for the rights of returned soldiers.
In November 1915 they condemned the Richmond City
Council for hiring a “strong healthy man” as hall keeper
in preference to a returned soldier. They spoke out
against impostors wearing military stripes and the
cessation of payments of certain allowances to troops
serving overseas.

The Association set out to attract donations from
wealthy and influential members of the community,
making the Governor-General of Australia and
Governor of Victoria early patrons with the expectation
they would make donations to the Association’s funds.
In November 1915 the RSA began to appeal for
donations more broadly, including asking the owner of
the winning horse at the Melbourne Cup for a donation.

By January 1916 the committee of the RSA moved a
motion that the 25th of April, the anniversary of the
landing at Gallipoli, be set aside for the sale of buttons
and that “proceeds to be devoted to the Fallen
Comrades Memorial Hall.” In March the committee
planned the first ANZAC commemoration service with a
parade at the MCG and simultaneous services at St.
Pauls and St Patricks Cathedrals.

By the winter of 1916 the need for the Association grew
with each passing battle in Northern France. Soldiers
were not only dying by the thousands at Fromelles,
Pozieres and elsewhere but those returning with
horrific physical and mental injuries had reached
unimaginable levels. The government could not cope
with the welfare needs of those returning from the
front lines or provide for the families left behind.

The meeting agreed to create a national association to
be called the Returned Sailors and Soldiers Imperial
League of Australia and began to write a constitution
that set out the purpose of the organisation.

The fundamental principles envisaged by the founders
then have not changed with the passing of years. The
first three most important principles in the original
constitution were to:

Maintain a “standard of dignity and honour” amongst
servicemen and perpetuate the friendship “created by
a mutual service”

Preserve the “memory of those who suffered and died
for the nation”

Provide for “the sick, needy and wounded who have
served, and their dependents.”

The first congress of the new body followed in
September, with delegates from QLD, SA, TAS and VIC.

NSW was admitted the
following year; its first
president was the Rev
Ernest Talbot, the
Dean of Sydney.

He had enlisted in the
AIF in September 1914
and was appointed
Senior Chaplain.

While tending to the
men during the battle
of Lone Pine in August
1915, Talbot sustained
a bullet wound to the
abdomen. He was evacuated to Lemnos, then returned
to Sydney in February 1916. was elected President of
the Returned Soldiers Association during a time of
instability in the organization. When NSW finally joined
the RSSILA in June 1917, he was likewise elected its first
State President.

Only three months later Australia found itself gripped
by protracted industrial action when upwards of
100,000 workers went on strike. Talbot’s strong
support for the workers put him offside with the
government and many members - he resigned in
September. The name of his successor is not recorded.

But the returned servicemen’s movement continued to
grow. WA was admitted in 1918, the ACT in 1927.

In 1940 the Association’s name was changed to the
Returned Sailors’ Soldiers’ and Airmen’s Imperial
League of Australia (RSSAILA) and in 1965 to the
Returned Services League of Australia (RSL)

More changes followed: in 1983 it became the
Returned Services League of Australia Limited (RSL),
then in 1990 to the Returned & Services League of
Australia Limited (RSL).



Charles Bean and John Monash

Although two of the most influential Australians in the
First World War, Bean and Monash had a deeply
conflicted relationship.

Bean had reservations
about Monash and
favoured another
officer, Brudenell
White, as the
commander of the
Australian Corps. He
initially felt Monash
was too ambitious and
lacked a soldier's
traditional instincts: he
worried that Monash
might recklessly spend
Australian lives for personal promotion.

Some historians have suggested that Monash’s Jewish
background was a factor - certainly by 2026 standards
Bean’s racial attitudes were more than questionable.

Others contend that the fact that Monash had risen
through the ranks influenced Bean’s opinion.

Together with fellow journalist Keith Murdoch, Bean
engaged in behind-the-scenes lobbying to try to stymie
Monash's appointment. However, the Prime Minister,
WM ‘Billy’ Hughes, recognized Monash’s brilliant
military mind and gave him the job.

Despite Bean's doubts, Monash proved to be an
extraordinary military tactician - arguably the greatest
Allied general of the war. He revolutionized modern
combat by meticulously integrating infantry, artillery,
tanks, and aircraft.

Monash orchestrated decisive triumphs on the Western
Front, including the Battle of Hamel and the breaking of
the Hindenburg Line.

Bean developed a profound respect for Monash's
leadership and accomplishments. In later life, Bean re-
evaluated his private diaries. Where he had previously
written that Monash had achieved command through
"subterranean channels," Bean wrote in the margin
decades later: "l do not now believe this to be true".

The two men worked cordially on various post-war
projects and national commemorations. Monash even
supported the awarding of an honorary degree to Bean
from the University of Melbourne.

Monash would do even better in regard to universities -
he has one bearing his name. The Sir John Monash
Centre in Fouilloy, in France’s Somme region stands in
lasting tribute.

Gordon
Gregory
was
presented
with his
badge and &
diary by
President
Geoff Seis
at our May
meeting.

Remembering and
Supporting our
Veterans and
their Families

Members and other Village residents outside the
Barracks building during our 21 May visit. Morning
tea, a guided tour of the facility, the War Museum
and a tour of Centennial Park were all included.

From the Editor

As you will have read, this edition has the first of what
will be a series of articles on Australian War
Memorials and Museums.

The obvious place to start was the AWM, which
covered both areas. As you have seen, it developed a
life of its own.

As you will know by now, | cannot resist an
anniversary, so when | discovered that JS Richardson
was born 190 years ago and died 130 years ago, on 9
June 1896, he had to merit an article in this edition.
Unfortunately, space did not allow. It will appear in a
future edition, together with the first of the series on
NSW Governors, which also had to be postponed.

This month also marks 82 years since D-Day | did not
want to detract from Noel Phelan’s presentation, so
you will have to come along to the 11 June meeting to
learn more about that most significant event.

Ralph




