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Dispatches is published monthly by the 

War Veterans Village RSL sub-Branch. 

Opinions expressed are those of the 

individual authors and not necessarily 

those of the sub-Branch. 

Through an active membership we keep 

the ANZAC spirit alive and growing. 

 

Dates for the diary: 
Thursday April 9: Monthly meeting in the 

Lone Pine Lounge. Guest speaker Village 

resident Hette Molema on Trams.  

Wednesday April 22: Village Anzac March 

and Service. Assemble 9.45am; March sets 

off 10.00am; Monty Service 10.30am. 

Saturday April 25: Anzac Day Dawn Service 

5.45 for 6.00am. 

Thursday May 7: Committee meeting. 

Friday June 5: Defence of Sydney Service. 

President’s message 

Welcome to April 2026. 

March was a busy month with the AGM - thanks 

for electing me to the position of president for a 

three-year term.  

Welcome to the new members to the committee - 

Barbara, Bram, Bev, Pamela and Sandy - but it 

was sad to see some long-term members stand down.  

Thanks to Ralph for a great day out on the water of the 

beautiful Sydney Harbour on the 125th Birthday of the NAVY. A great 

day was had by all. 

ANZAC Day is approaching very quickly upon us, we as a sub-branch 

would like all able members to attend the march on the Wednesday 

before ANZAC Day and to march as a formed body of members.  

Geoff Seis, President 

FROM THE TREASURER’S DESK 
Our 2025 Accounts were signed off by our Account 

Reviewer and presented to the March Annual 

General Meeting. This will enable submission of our 

Annual Return to RSL NSW by 31st May as required 

and also our Annual Return to the Australian 

Charities and Not-for-profit Commission in June. 

Our funds remain healthy at $56,508 which will be boosted in April by 

sales of Anzac Day items. 

 Peter Cole, Honorary Treasurer 

 

Fundraising: 

This aspect of our sub-Branch had been in the more-than-capable 

hands of Leigh Haines for some time, until he 

stepped down at the AGM for a well-deserved 

break. Typically, however, Leigh has come forward 

to help with our Anzac fundraising this month. 

We will have sales at Warriewood Square, the 

Augusta shops, RSL Lifecare head 

office in St Leonards and the Gallipoli 

Building and the VB Lounge here in the Village. 

Again thanks to Leigh we will have some new items 

for sale this year. 

Ralph 

Membership: 
Peter Cole has stepped into this position in addition to his role as 

Treasurer. 

We have three new Service members whose transfers into our sub-

Branch have been approved: Gordon Gregory, Tony Larnach-Jones 

and Roy Ward. 

Cover:  Troops from the first convoy marching 
around King George Sound in Albany in 1914 
prior to their departure.  

(Courtesy Australian War Memorial).  



 

 

 

 

Secretary’s Report  
When I attended the March meeting of 

the sub-Branch Committee I had no 

idea that by the time it concluded I 

would have been nominated as 

Secretary. 

I had indicated to the then-secretary John Sowden that I 

would be happy to continue as newsletter editor and 

would also be prepared to take on some of the many 

duties of the secretary which he had listed: finding 

guest speakers; organising tours and social events; and 

writing the monthly report for the Village Voice. 

Somehow, for better or worse, I am now your Secretary! 

Fortunately for me, and for the sub-Branch, Bev Ash 

came forward at the AGM to take on a new role as 

Assistant Secretary. Also at the AGM on March 12: 

Geoff Seis was re-elected as our President, 

John Sowden was elected Vice-President, 

Peter Cole was re-elected as Treasurer, 

Bram Pollack was elected as Wellbeing Support Officer 

and Pamela Dodd, Sandy Louwrens and Brabara Moore 

were elected to the Committee. Barbara has kindly 

offered to take Roy Parkinson’s Tuesday slot on the sub-

Branch office roster. 

The addition of Bram and the four ladies means that we 

now have a larger committee and one more reflective of 

the membership as a whole. 

Those who were at the March meeting would 

remember that Northern Beaches District Council 

president  Bob Lunnon in his motivational address 

mentioned the new RSL badge and associated matters. 

More information will be given at the April meeting. 

Thanks to those who completed the recent survey. Your 

responses gave some valuable guidance for future sub-

Branch activities and an idea of what you want to see in 

our monthly newsletter. The results are outlined on 

page 12 and will be discussed on Thursday.  

We have three new Service members: Gordon Gregory, 

Tony Larnach-Jones and Roy Ward. They will receive 

their badges at the next meeting. 

The Village Anzac march is on Wednesday April 22nd. 

We will march together as a sub-Branch. Assembly is at 

9.45am, ready to step off 

at 10.00am. This will be 

followed by the Service at 

the newly-restored 

Montgomery Theatre. 

Anzac Day Dawn Service 

assembly is at 5.45am for a 6.00am start. Ralph Clark 

 

 

Chaplain’s message 

Do not imitate what is evil but what is 

good.” (3 John 11a). 

These simple words remind us that life 

is shaped by the examples we follow. 

In 

we honour those who have lived 

with courage, integrity, and selflessness. Their lives 

show us what “good” looks like in action. 

The apostle John encourages believers to be deliberate 

in choosing what we imitate. 

It is easy to be influenced by bitterness, selfishness, or 

pride. Yet the call of Christ is different—to walk in 

goodness, humility, and truth. 

For many who have served, the values of loyalty, 

sacrifice, and care for one’s mates reflect something 

deeper: a commitment to what is right, even when it is 

costly. 

As we remember those who have gone before us, may 

we follow their example where it reflects God’s 

goodness, and in doing so, bear witness to a life 

shaped by Him. 

Blessings,  Keith 

From the Editor: 

I was in Albany, WA, a fortnight ago, visiting my late 

wife Pam’s daughter who is having some big health 

issues. Pam and I had visited several times previously, 

but never while Editor of Dispatches, so making return 

visits to Albany’s many sites of Military significance 

was an imperative. 

Albany’s role in our military history is a very significant 

one and there is much evidence of this throughout the 

town – this will be a topic for a future edition.  

As it was the 

place where the 

ANZAC legend 

really began it 

was an 

appropriate 

place to begin 

this month’s 

theme, which is 

the Anzac story 

from a largely New Zealand perspective. 

My thanks to those who completed the reader survey 

last month. Your answers will help guide the planning 

of the format and content of future editions of 

Dispatches. 

Ralph 



 

 

At first they were hunter-gatherers, feasting on the 

soon-to-be-extinct moa and on seals. As supplies of 

these were diminished they changed to agriculture, 

cultivating kumara (sweet potato) and yams. 

Over several centuries of isolation they developed into 

a distinct Māori culture, with complex social structures, 

arts, and tribal warfare. 

The country’s first European visitor was Abel Janzoon 

Tasman, a Dutchman employed by the powerful Dutch 

East Indies Company. 

Setting out with two ships in August of 1642 he was the 

first known European to visit Van Dieman’s Land. He 

followed the west coast of New Zealand, and also 

Tonga and some of the Fiji Islands, as well as re-

exploring some of the north coast of New Guinea.  

Two years later he was dispatched again, this time 

looking for a passage through the Torres Strait. He was 

unsuccessful in that task, but mapped the coast from 

Carpentaria down to De Witt’s Land - today’s Pilbara.  

The great British navigator James Cook circumnavigated 

New Zealand in 1769-70, including several encounters 

with the native population. (A tale for a future edition … Ed). 

 

Painting by the 

Polynesian priest 

Tupaia while the 

Endeavour was in 

New Zealand in 

1769.  

 

 

A brief New Zealand history 

The Māori were far from a peaceful people. They lived 

as tribes, or iwi - the word is both plural and singular, 

These often contained several related hapu (clans).  

Cook’s journals describe fortified villages - inter-tribal 

warfare was common. He had a number of encounters 

with the Māori, mostly but not always amicable. Several 

times the Endeavour was visited by war canoes, like this 

one painted in 1769 by Sydney Parkinson. 

It did not take long for other Europeans to follow. 

Unlike Australia where settlement was planned and 

organised, New Zealand saw a trickle of explorers and 

other sailors, sealers and whalers, missionaries, traders 

and adventurers arrive. 

Contact with sealers and whalers – who began arriving 

in hundreds in the closing decades of the 18th century – 

and with traders looking to develop new markets, was 

largely confined to the Far North and the ‘Deep South’. 

Māori living in the interior had little or no contact with 

Europeans before 1840.  

Most encounters between European and Māori passed 

without incident, but when things did turn violent much 

was made of the killing of Europeans. The attack on 

the sailing ship Boyd in December 1809 was one such 

example. The incident saw some sailors refer to New 

Zealand as the ‘Cannibal Isles’, and people were warned 

to steer clear of the country. Little mention was made 

of the revenge for the Boyd exacted by European 

whalers, with considerable loss of Māori life.   

The whalers were a 
tough lot. This 1901 
image from the 
Auckland War Memorial 
Museum shows that by 
then many of them were 
Maori. 

 

Up to one-fifth of the Māori population was killed 

during the intertribal ‘Musket Wars’ of the 1810s, -20s 

and -30s. Despite the label, these conflicts were not 

caused solely by the introduction of European 

technology in the form of the musket. These wars were 

about tikanga (custom) and often involved the settling 

of old scores. They would have occurred whether 

contact had been made or not.  

Detail from a 
portrait by Jacob 

Gerritsz.  
Cuyp, c.1637. 

(courtesy: wikipedia - 
public domain image)  

Composite map of Dutch discoveries 
along the Australian coastline, often 

referred to as ‘Tasman's chart’. It 
amalgamates maps of all the Dutch 
discoveries, including Tasman’s two 

voyages.   

https://nzhistory.govt.nz/culture/pre-1840-contact/sealers-and-whalers
https://nzhistory.govt.nz/culture/maori-european-contact-before-1840/the-boyd-incident
https://nzhistory.govt.nz/war/new-zealands-19th-century-wars/the-musket-wars


 

 

Within a few days of his arrival in the Bay of Islands, 

Hobson – helped by British residents including Busby 

and missionaries Henry and Edward Williams – 

drafted the Treaty of Waitangi.  

It was debated for a day and a 

night before more than forty 

chiefs, led by Hōne Heke Pōkai 

of Ngāpuhi, signed it on 6 

February. 

By September another 500 prominent Māori had 

signed copies of the treaty which had been sent around 

the country. For a few months New Zealand became 

part of New South Wales. From the end of 1840 it was 

a colony in its own right, with Hobson as governor. 

The rights and wrongs of the treaty, largely due to it 

having English and Māori versions, are still argued. 

The first major post-treaty challenge to the Crown 

came in 1845, when Hōne 

Heke’s repeated attacks on 

the British flag at 

Kororāreka sparked 

the Northern War. Heke 

believed that Māori had lost 

their status and their country to the British despite the 

assurances embodied in the Treaty of Waitangi.   

These battles continued until 1872,at sites including 

Wellington, Taranaki and Waitangi. Around 3000 

people were killed during these wars, the majority 

Māori. (The Australian Colonies were involved as well).  

A new constitution in 1852 had established 

representative government for New Zealand. Six 

(eventually ten) provinces were created. Nationally, a 

Legislative Council would be appointed by the Crown 

and a House of Representatives elected every five years 

- by men over the age of 21 who owned, leased or 

rented property of a certain value. As Māori possessed 

their land communally, almost all were excluded 

(four Māori seats were eventually created in 1867, but 

with 72 European members their impact was 

negligible).  

New Zealanders enthusiastically supported Britain 

in the Second Anglo-Boer War in 1899. This was the 

first time New Zealand troops served overseas.  

When the Commonwealth of Australia was established 

in 1901, New Zealand declined to be its sixth state. 

In 1909, New Zealand funded the construction of a 

battlecruiser for the Royal Navy - HMS New Zealand.  

The Great War saw enthusiastic support for the 

‘mother’ country. It claimed the lives of 18,500 New 

Zealanders, with a further 41,000 wounded. 

 

 

View of a part of the 
town of Wellington, 
drawn in 1841 by 
Charles Heaphy, aged 
19, Draftsman to the 
New Zealand Company. 

Although Missionaries and others had long clamoured 

for protection from the ‘chaos’, Britain’s first steps 

were slow and tentative. In 1833 James Busby, below, 

was appointed as Britain’s first 

official Resident in New Zealand. 

With little official support and no 

means of enforcing his theoretical 

authority over British subjects, 

Busby had to seek any assistance 

he might need from the Governor 

of New South Wales, Sir Richard 

Bourke, who was reluctant to spend money or time 

on New Zealand.  

Busby attempted to create a sense of identity and 
collective government by 
encouraging the northern 
chiefs to choose a flag to 
represent New Zealand (1834) 
and sign a Declaration of 
Independence of NZ (1835).  

The 34 chiefs who initially signed the declaration 

called upon King William IV of the United Kingdom to 

become their ‘father and protector’. 

The ambitious settlement plans of the New Zealand 

Company upped the ante. Plans to buy large 

quantities of land cheaply for resale to British settlers 

led to concerns among missionaries and British 

officials that the Māori would be defrauded.  

The Colonial Office in London 

responded to this challenge by 

sending Captain William 

Hobson to New Zealand with 

instructions to obtain sovereignty 

over all or part of the country, 

with the consent of chiefs. New 

Zealand would then come under 

the jurisdiction of the Governor of 

New South Wales.  

Hobson arrived in the Bay of Islands from Sydney on 

29 January 1840, a week after the Aurora reached 

Wellington Harbour with the first shipload of New 

Zealand Co settlers. Neither was aware of the other. 

Hobson soon set to work, implementing policies 

which often did not please the European population. 

 

https://nzhistory.govt.nz/politics/treaty/the-treaty-in-brief
https://nzhistory.govt.nz/war/northern-war
https://nzhistory.govt.nz/proclamation-of-1852-constitution-act
https://nzhistory.govt.nz/politics/maori-and-the-vote/setting-up-seats
https://nzhistory.govt.nz/war/south-african-boer-war/introduction
https://nzhistory.govt.nz/node/4621
https://nzhistory.govt.nz/media/photo/james-busby-painting
https://nzhistory.govt.nz/culture/taming-the-frontier/british-intervention
https://nzhistory.govt.nz/culture/taming-the-frontier/british-intervention
https://nzhistory.govt.nz/culture/taming-the-frontier/first-flag
https://nzhistory.govt.nz/culture/taming-the-frontier/first-flag
https://nzhistory.govt.nz/culture/declaration-of-independence-taming-the-frontier
https://nzhistory.govt.nz/culture/declaration-of-independence-taming-the-frontier
https://teara.govt.nz/en/history-of-immigration/page-3
https://teara.govt.nz/en/history-of-immigration/page-3
https://nzhistory.govt.nz/people/william-hobson
https://nzhistory.govt.nz/people/william-hobson
https://nzhistory.govt.nz/node/2623


 

 

Arguably, the ANZAC story began in the South-East 

Western Australian town of Albany. 

The Australian Government formed the Australian 

Imperial Force (AIF) within two weeks of the Great War 

starting. Thousands of men volunteered to enlist and 

received basic military training in their home state.  

By late-October 1914 over 21,000 men, as well as 

medical staff, horses and supplies, had assembled in 

Albany, ready to set off for England for further training. 

They had been joined by 8,500 men of the New Zealand 

Expeditionary Force. 

British officer Lieutenant 

(later Field Marshall)

General William Birdwood 

was tasked with organizing 

the Australian and New 

Zealand forces into a single 

corps (Not yet called 

ANZAC) when they landed 

on the other side of the 

world. 

The convoy sailed from Albany’s  King George Sound on 

1 November 1914, destined for further training in 

England; events unfolded as they sailed that would 

change their fate. 

Twenty-six Australian transports and ten from New 

Zealand were in the convoy. The Australian ships 

carried troops from every other Australian State to WA. 

Two days later, two more transports left Fremantle 

with troops from South Australia and Western 

Australia. They waited on the Indian Ocean shipping 

route for the convoy to join them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Painting of the convoy with Australian and New Zealand 
troops leaving King George’s Sound on November 1 1914. 

AWM collection. 

The transports were mostly converted merchant ships; 

the civilian seamen who crewed them were unfamiliar 

with wartime conventions, such as sailing in formation 

and darkening night lights for safety. 

Private Archibald Barwick of the 1st Infantry Battalion, 

who served with his unit for the whole war and 

returned home in 1919, wrote: 

“... all that day we watched the Australian coast fading 

away, till darkness shut it out, and when we got up in 

the morning we were out of sight of land, and nothing 

but the calm blue sea all around us, like a sheet of 

shimmering glass, and at last we felt we were fairly on 

the way to England.” 

A German warship, SMS Emden, was active in the Indian 

Ocean. To protect the convoy from such threats, the 

British Admiralty ordered an escort of four warships: 

the British armoured cruiser HMS Minotaur (which led 

the convoy), the Australian light cruisers HMAS 

Melbourne and HMAS Sydney, and the Japanese 

battlecruiser HIJMS Ibuki.  

A landing party of fifty Germans from the SMS Emden 

had destroyed the wireless station on Direction Island, 

now part of the Cocos (Keeling) Islands. 

The subsequent Battle of Cocos between HMAS Sydney 

and SMS Emden was an exciting diversion for soldiers in 

the convoy. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

The ANZAC story 

Major-General Alexander 

John Godley led the NZ 

contingent. 

Major General William 

Throsby Bridges 

commanded the AIF . 

The sea battle between HMAS Sydney and the German cruiser 
Emden, 9 November 1914.  Oil on canvas by Phil Belbin. 

https://www.google.com/search?q=HMS+Minotaur&sca_esv=314db17b76bb14ae&sxsrf=ANbL-n78Ze5nSkjZG6o8gBUzNSZWmas0bA%3A1774690549954&source=hp&ei=9aDHaYTFNsyhnesPzu6EoQ8&iflsig=AFdpzrgAAAAAacevBccn5ByP0U0Vn_eQYnP95B9aBBvN&ved=2ahUKEwilhOvHpcKTAxXLVmwGHUY3JQQQgK4Qeg
https://www.google.com/search?q=HMAS+Melbourne&sca_esv=314db17b76bb14ae&sxsrf=ANbL-n78Ze5nSkjZG6o8gBUzNSZWmas0bA%3A1774690549954&source=hp&ei=9aDHaYTFNsyhnesPzu6EoQ8&iflsig=AFdpzrgAAAAAacevBccn5ByP0U0Vn_eQYnP95B9aBBvN&ved=2ahUKEwilhOvHpcKTAxXLVmwGHUY3JQQQgK4Q
https://www.google.com/search?q=HMAS+Melbourne&sca_esv=314db17b76bb14ae&sxsrf=ANbL-n78Ze5nSkjZG6o8gBUzNSZWmas0bA%3A1774690549954&source=hp&ei=9aDHaYTFNsyhnesPzu6EoQ8&iflsig=AFdpzrgAAAAAacevBccn5ByP0U0Vn_eQYnP95B9aBBvN&ved=2ahUKEwilhOvHpcKTAxXLVmwGHUY3JQQQgK4Q
https://www.google.com/search?q=HMAS+Sydney&sca_esv=314db17b76bb14ae&sxsrf=ANbL-n78Ze5nSkjZG6o8gBUzNSZWmas0bA%3A1774690549954&source=hp&ei=9aDHaYTFNsyhnesPzu6EoQ8&iflsig=AFdpzrgAAAAAacevBccn5ByP0U0Vn_eQYnP95B9aBBvN&ved=2ahUKEwilhOvHpcKTAxXLVmwGHUY3JQQQgK4QegQ
https://www.google.com/search?q=HIJMS+Ibuki&sca_esv=314db17b76bb14ae&sxsrf=ANbL-n78Ze5nSkjZG6o8gBUzNSZWmas0bA%3A1774690549954&source=hp&ei=9aDHaYTFNsyhnesPzu6EoQ8&iflsig=AFdpzrgAAAAAacevBccn5ByP0U0Vn_eQYnP95B9aBBvN&ved=2ahUKEwilhOvHpcKTAxXLVmwGHUY3JQQQgK4QegQ
https://navyhistory.au/artist/phil-belbin/


 

 

By the end of the battle four of Sydney's crew were 

dead and twelve were wounded; 134 of Emden's crew 

had died, 65 were wounded and 157 captured. 

The convoy proceeded without further incident, 

although now to Colombo and then to Egypt's 

Mediterranean coast instead of to England as they had 

expected. The capacity of Britain’s camps was already 

stretched and it was mid-winter in Europe. 

The ships docked in Alexandria on 3 December 1914 

and an intensive period of training began. For the AIF 

this was primarily at Mena Camp, a vast training facility 

near the great pyramids about 16 kms from Cairo.  

The Kiwis, men and horses, travelled by train to Cairo. 

Based at nearby Zeitoun Camp, they trained in the 

surrounding desert for operations against the Ottoman 

Empire, that had recently entered the War. 

An Ottoman attack on the Suez Canal in February 1915 

gave the New Zealand soldiers their first combat of the 

war when they helped defend the Canal during this 

attack. Private 

William Ham 

was severely 

wounded and 

became the 

NZEF’s first 

combat fatality. 

Ottoman troops assemble - NZ History pic.  

Following the failure of British and French warships to 

force the Dardanelles, the Allies dispatched the 

Mediterranean Expeditionary Force (MEF) to help 

capture the Gallipoli Peninsula. New Zealanders and 

Australians made up nearly half of the MEF’s 75,000 

troops; the rest were from Great Britain and Ireland, 

France, India and Newfoundland. 

Lieutenant-General Sir Ian 

Hamilton (Left) was in overall 

command. 

Lieutenant General Sir William 

Birdwood (See picture page 6) 

commanded what would come 

to be known as the Australian 

and New Zealand Army (ANZAC) 

Corps. It consisted of two 

Divisions - the first was wholly 

Australian, the second comprised troops from both 

countries. 

The MEF launched its 

invasion on 25 April 

1915.  

 

 

 

While British (and later French) troops made the main 

landing at Cape Helles on the southern tip of the 

peninsula, Birdwood’s Australian and New Zealand 

Army Corps - soon to become known as Anzacs - made 

a diversionary attack 20 km to the north at Gaba Tepe 

(Kabatepe).  

Because of navigational errors they landed two kms 

north of the intended site. Instead of a flat stretch of 

coastline, they came ashore at Anzac Cove, a narrow 

beach overlooked by steep hills and ridgelines.  

The landings never came close to achieving their goals, 

while the troops endured heat, flies, the stench of 

unburied bodies, insufficient water and disease. 

On May 8 the NZ Infantry Brigade was ferried south to 

Helles, where it took part in an assault on the village of 

Krithia (now Alchiteppe). The attack was a complete 

disaster; the New Zealanders suffered more than 800 

casualties but achieved nothing. Months of deadly 

battle followed. 

In August the Allies launched a major offensive, aiming 

to capture the high ground overlooking the Anzac 

sector, the Sari Bair Range, while a British force landed 

further north at Suvla Bay.  

Sir Alexander Godley’s New Zealand and Australian 

Division played a prominent part in this offensive, with 

New Zealand troops capturing one of the hills, Chunuk 

Bair. This was the limit of the Allied advance; and the 

British failed to make any progress inland from Suvla. 

Courtesy NZ Ministry for Culture and Heritage.  

Ion Brown was Official Artist the New Zealand Defence Force 

from 1987 to 1997. This painting was commissioned to mark 

New Zealand's Sesquicentennial and the 75th anniversary of 

the Gallipoli campaign.  

And there we must leave the story for now. 

The story of Gallipoli is well-known, but there is much 

more to tell from the NZ perspective.  

This, and the history of Anzac involvement later in 

WW1 and in later conflicts, will be continued in the 

May edition. Ed. 



 

 

Background and usage of the term Anzac 

The following is from the NZ Defence Force website: 

You should use the term 'ANZAC' with all capitals only 

when referring specifically to the Australian and New 

Zealand Army Corps, which was the name given to the 

military formation to which the New Zealand troops 

at Gallipoli were attached. 

Historically, ANZAC (Australian and New Zealand 

Army Corps) was an acronym devised by Major 

General William Birdwood's staff in Cairo in early 

1915. It was used for registering correspondence for 

the new corps and a rubber stamp was cut using the 

letters A.& N.Z.A.C. 

After the landing at Gallipoli, General Birdwood 

requested that the position held by the Australians 

and New Zealanders on the peninsula be called 

'Anzac' to distinguish it from the British position at 

Helles. Permission was also sought to name the little 

bay, where the majority of the corps had come ashore 

on 25 April 1915, as ‘Anzac Cove'.  

The AWM site says: 

According to his introduction in The Anzac book 

(1916), Birdwood “asked that this might be recorded 

as ‘Anzac Cove’ - a name which the bravery of our 

men has now made historical, while it remains a 

geographical landmark for all time”.  

Soon after, “Anzac” was used to refer to the men 

themselves. At first an Anzac was a man who was at 

the landing and who fought on Gallipoli. Later it was 

used for any Australian or New Zealand soldier of the 

First World War.  

After Gallipoli, men from 

both countries who had 

served there wore a brass 

“A” on their colour patch 

to distinguish themselves 

as veterans of the campaign. 

One of the earliest 

appearances of “Anzac” as a 

word in an official 

document was an appendix 

to the 1st Australian 

Division War Diary, dated 

24 April 1915. (AWM image). 

The name Anzac Cove was officially recognised by 

Turkey (now Türkiye) on Anzac Day 1985. In return a 

monument to Mustafa Kemal Attatürk was erected in 

Albany, looking out on King George Sound.  

 

By the time the New Zealanders returned to Anzac 

Cove in November, the future of the campaign had 

been determined. Following the failure of the August 

offensive, the British government began questioning 

the value of persisting at Gallipoli, especially given the 

need for troops on the Western Front and at Salonika 

in northern Greece, where Allied forces were 

supporting Serbia against the Central Powers. In 

October, the British replaced Hamilton as commander-

in-chief of the MEF. His successor, Lieutenant-General 

Sir Charles C. Monro, quickly proposed evacuation. 

On 22 November the British decided to cut their losses 

and evacuate Suvla and Anzac Cove. In contrast to 

earlier operations, planning moved quickly and 

efficiently. The evacuation of Anzac began on 15 

December, with 36,000 troops withdrawn over the 

following five nights. The last party left in the early 

hours of 20 December, the night of the last evacuation 

from Suvla. British and French forces remained at 

Helles until 8-9 January 1916.  

Gallipoli was a costly failure for the Allies: 44,000 Allied 

soldiers died, including more than 8,700 Australians. 

Among the dead were 2,779 New Zealanders – about a 

sixth of those who fought on the peninsula. Victory 

came at a high price for the Ottoman Empire, which 

lost 87,000 men during the campaign. 

Shortly after the October 1918 armistice with the 

Ottoman Empire, British and Dominion Graves 

Registration units landed on Gallipoli and began 

building permanent cemeteries for the dead of 1915-

1916. During the 1920s, the Imperial War Graves 

Commission (now the Commonwealth War Graves 

Commission) completed a network of Anzac and British 

cemeteries and memorials to the missing that still exist 

on the peninsula today. In 1925, the New Zealand 

government unveiled a New Zealand battlefield 

memorial on the summit of Chunuk Bair. The 

battlefields are now part of the 33,000-ha Gallipoli 

Peninsula Historical National Park, or Peace Park. 

The Gallipoli campaign was a relatively minor aspect of 

the First World War. The number of dead, although 

horrific, pales in comparison with the casualties on the 

Western Front in France and Belgium. Nevertheless, 

for New Zealand, along with Australia and Turkey, it 

has great significance. 

Anzac Day grew out of this pride. First observed on 25 

April 1916, the date of the landing has become a 

crucial part of the fabric of national life – a time for 

remembering not only those who died at Gallipoli, but 

all New Zealanders, and Australians, who have served 

their country in times of war and peace. 

 

 



 

 

Alexander John Godley 
was born on 4 February 1867 

at Gillingham, Kent, England, 

the son of William Alexander 

Godley, a captain in the British 

Army, and his wife, Laura 

Greaves Bird. His uncle John 

Robert Godley founded the 

Canterbury settlement in NZ. 

Although Godley made much 

of his Irish connections his schooling was entirely in 

England, including Haileybury College and the United 

Services College. 

In 1885 Godley became a cadet at the Royal Military 

College, Sandhurst, and in 1886 was gazetted a 

lieutenant in the Royal Dublin Fusiliers. Along with 

other junior officers of the time he seems not to have 

received much training relevant to the battlefield apart 

from annual manoeuvres. 

He married Louisa Marion Fowler at Ashby St Ledgers, 

Northampton, on 17 September 1898.  

In 1896, soon after being promoted captain and 

adjutant of the mounted infantry at Aldershot, Godley 

volunteered to become a member of a mounted 

infantry battalion sent to suppress a rebellion in 

Mashonaland, in what is now Zimbabwe.  

In 1898 he was accepted for the Staff College, 

Camberley, but after a few months gave it up to 

volunteer for the anticipated war in South Africa, where 

he served with Colonel Robert Baden-Powell at 

Mafikeng. 

(14.10.1899 - 

16.5.1900)  

It was in South Africa that he first met New Zealand 

Guards 

followed, then time at Aldershot in mounted infantry 

and staff duties before promotion to colonel in 1906. 

In 1910 Field Marshal Lord Kitchener visited New 
Zealand to advise on its military requirements. He 
recommended the creation of a staff corps and, in 
response to a request by the New Zealand government 
for a suitable commandant of the New Zealand Defence 
Forces, Godley was appointed for five years; he held the 

temporary rank of major general.  

‘The Avenger of Gordon, Lord 
Kitchener of Khartoum', 1899. 

National Army Museum (UK) image.  

It was Godley's job to set up a modern territorial force 

suitable for integrating with other British forces, based 

on compulsory military training introduced in 1909. He 

spent 1911 travelling the country to promote the 

scheme to the public and inspecting the existing 

military facilities. He was happy to speak with anybody 

concerned, including pacifists. 

Godley soon showed his considerable organisational 

ability. In 1911 he organised an infantry and a mounted 

brigade for each of the four military districts, plus a 

large school cadet corps.  

He approved the steps already taken for ten officer 

cadets a year to be sent to the Royal Military College of 

Australia, Duntroon.  In 1912 he initiated defence talks 

with Australia. 

In three years Godley had done a remarkable job in 

laying the basis for a well-trained Territorial Force and 

in supplying it with up-to-date equipment.  

Territorial Force 

camp at Tūtira in 

Hawke's Bay in 

1912. Members 

were trained at 

annual camps like 

this. Image courtesy 

of Alexander 

Turnbull Library. 

The force had modern artillery, a higher ratio of 

machine-guns to men than in most other armies at the 

time, and used air reconnaissance in divisional 

 

Planning for an expeditionary force had begun in 1912. 

In July 1913 Godley travelled to Canada, India, Australia 

and Britain for talks with senior military figures. Discus-

sions were held on preparing the expeditionary force 

for service in Egypt, Europe and the German colonies.  

On the outbreak of the First World War in August 1914, 

as a consequence of the measures Godley had taken, a 

suitable force was available to occupy German Sāmoa 

and, within six weeks of the declaration of war, some 

8,500 men sailed for Albany, WA, then Egypt.  

From early December 1914 to early April 1915 

intensive training was carried out in the desert under 

Godley's direct supervision. Louisa Godley was there 

too; she established and ran a convalescent hospital at 

Alexandria which served the men well for the rest of 

the war. She was later mentioned in dispatches for her 

war work. 

 

https://teara.govt.nz/en/biographies/1g12/godley-john-robert
https://teara.govt.nz/en/biographies/1g12/godley-john-robert


 

 

On 25 April 1915 the New Zealand and Australian 

Division was landed on the Gallipoli peninsula.  

Godley, however, appears not to have allowed for the 

steep, rugged ground and the need to reconnoitre it 

closely, the very poor communications, the losses of 

some of his most competent officers, and the debility 

of the troops after time spent on the peninsula. 

Neither should Godley later have claimed the troops 

were adequately fed; the food was appalling. 

The New Zealand minister of defence, James Allen, 

writing to Major General Andrew Russell (who will 

feature in the May edition) said it would have been 

better if somebody else had been placed in command 

once Godley had completed his training programme.  

But in 1914–15 the alternative, for a then unknown 

division, probably would have been a retired British 

general less competent administratively and even less 

in touch operationally.  

Moreover, when questions were raised in Parliament 

and elsewhere about Godley and he offered to resign, 

Allen publicly supported him. 

After the failure of the Gallipoli campaign, the New 
Zealand Division was sent to France in 1916 as part of 
Lieutenant General Birdwood's 1st ANZAC Corps. 
Godley, who had been promoted to lieutenant general 
in November 1915, was in command of the 2nd ANZAC 
Corps, to which the New Zealand Division was 
transferred on October 1916, after serving in the battle 
of the Somme. 

Godley's superior was Plumer, the most competent 
British general on the western front. Plumer was 
responsible for the impeccable design and planning of 

Greater success would have been achieved, however, if 
Godley had better co-ordinated follow-up attacks. 

Godley bears much of the responsibility for the heavy 
loss of life at Passchendaele (Passendale). The first 
attack, on 4 October 1917, had been successful. The 
second was not, although Godley initially informed 
Field Marshal Douglas Haig otherwise.  

Godley then ordered a third attack on October 12. He 

told Haig that the New Zealand-Australian divisions 

were determined to take Passchendaele. They 

probably were, but not necessarily on that day. 

Despite warnings that the battle should not be fought, 

the attack was delivered as planned.  

It had been raining heavily for days, and the mud, deep 

enough to drown in, prevented accurate artillery fire 

and the bringing up of reinforcements.  

On 12 October 1917 2,735 New Zealanders were killed, 
wounded or missing; a network of barbed wire, well 
covered by machine-guns, was almost as intact at dusk 
as it had been at dawn.                                           

Although Godley remained responsible for the overall 
command of the New Zealand Expeditionary Force 
until November 1919, in 1918 he commanded XXII 
Corps, now shorn of the New Zealand Division.  

The war over, he commanded in the occupation of the 
Rhine until 1920 when he became military secretary to 
the secretary of state for war. In 1922 he returned to 
the Rhine as general officer commanding, being 
promoted to general in 1923. He was governor and 
commander in chief of Gibraltar from 1928 to 1932 
and revisited New Zealand in 1934–35. 

Alexander Godley was a man with considerable talent 
for organisation. His cultivation of personal and 
professional relationships with senior British generals 

 

He was not well fitted to lead in the field, more than 
once being out of touch with the front. He admired the 
men he led but unfortunately did not communicate 
this; to them he was aloof and unfeeling. Those who 
worked with him closely, however, saw him as a 
decent, fair, courageous and supportive man who let 
them perform their duties without undue interference.  

Godley received numerous honours, including 
appointments as KCB and KCMG, and was mentioned 
in dispatches at least 10 times. He died in Oxford on 6 
March 1957, Louisa Godley having died in 1939. 

An advanced dressing station in the Ypres Salient, one week 

after the offensive at Passchendaele. NZ soldiers gathered 

around an ambulance, a wounded soldier laying on a 

stretcher on the muddy ground. Image courtesy of Alexander 

Turnbull Library. 

Ray Grover. 'Godley, Alexander John', Dictionary of New Zealand Biography, first published in 1996. Te Ara - the Encyclopedia of 
New Zealand, https://teara.govt.nz/en/biographies/3g12/godley-alexander-john (accessed 4 April 2026).  

https://teara.govt.nz/en/biographies/3a12/allen-james
https://teara.govt.nz/en/biographies/3r34/russell-andrew-hamilton
https://teara.govt.nz/en/photograph/34129/passchendaele-offensive-october-1917


 

 

 

International Naval Review 

Twenty-three sub-Branch members took the Village 

bus to Circular Quay on March 21 to join members of 

the RSL Cumberland sub-Branch and of the HMAS 

Sydney Association on board the Harbour Spirit to 

watch this event. 

Part of the RAN’s 125th anniversary programme, 31 

naval vessels from 19 nations took part. They had 

earlier made their ceremonial entry to the Harbour, 

beginning at 8.00am. The flotilla was led by HMAS 

Canberra (lll), which then docked at Garden Island. 

Others were at anchor at various points around the 

eastern harbour. 

Unlike many 

other sight-seeing 

vessels, we made 

two complete 

laps of the 

spectacular 

event. Food, 

which was included, was excellent and generous and 

the bar did good business. 

Governor General Sam Mostyn, Commander Royal 

Canadian Navy Vice Admiral Angus Topshee, Defence 

Minister Richard Marles and Chief of Navy Vice Admiral 

Mark Hammond on HMAS Leeuwin during the Exercise 

Kakadu Fleet Review. Photo: Leading Seaman Lucinda 

Allanson.  

“The review was part of the wider Exercise Kakadu, the 
Royal Australian Navy’s premier multinational 
maritime engagement exercise, conducted biennially 
to strengthen maritime security 
cooperation, enhance 
interoperability and build 
partnerships across the Indo-
Pacific.” (Corporate-speak from the 

Defence media release - Ed). 

 “This is the first time we’ve 
brought Kakadu participants 
here to Sydney Harbour,” Vice 
Admiral Hammond said. 

“And the entry this morning was pretty spectacular.” 

As I am sure all of our group would agree ...Ed. 

 

Participating countries and their ships were: 

Australia: HMA Ships Adelaide (lll), Ballarat (ll), 

Brisbane (lll), Canberra (lll) (Below), Choules, 

Dechaineux, Diamantina (II), Leeuwin, Stuart (lll), 

Supply (ll), Sydney (V), Yarra (lV), and a Bluebottle 

uncrewed surface vessel (USV). 

Canada: HMCS Charlottetown, MV Asterix. 

Cook Islands:  CIPPB 

Te Kukupa II. 

Fiji: RFNS (Republic of Fiji Naval Ship) Timo.  

France  (French Armed Forces in New Caledonia):      

 FNS Auguste Benebig (Below left). 

India: INS (Indian Naval Ship) Nilgiri (Above right). 

Indonesia:

 Raden Eddy (RE) Martadinata.  

Japan: JS (Japan Ship) Kumano. 

Kiribati: RKS (Republic of Kiribati Ship) Teanoai II. 

Malaysia: KD (Kapal Di-Raja) Lekir. 

New Zealand: HMNZS Te Kaha. 

Papua New Guinea: HMPNGS (His Majesty’s Papua   

             New Guinea Ship) Francis Agwi. 

Diego Silang (Right). 

Samoa:  SPB (Samoan Patrol 

 Boat) Nafanua III. 

Singapore: RSS (Republic of  

 Singapore Ship) Intrepid. 

Thailand: HTMS (His Thai Majesty’s Ship) Naresuan. 

Tonga: VOEA (Vaka O Ene Afio) Ngahau Koula. 

USA: USS Fitzgerald (Below left). 

Vietnam: VPN Ship 016 – Quang Trung (Above right). 

https://www.navy.gov.au/capabilities/ships-boats-and-submarines/hmas-dechaineux
https://www.navy.gov.au/capabilities/ships-boats-and-submarines/hmas-diamantina-ii
https://www.navy.gov.au/capabilities/ships-boats-and-submarines/hmas-leeuwin


 

 

Survey results 

Thanks to those who completed the information 

survey last month. (It is not too late to have your say - 

copies will be on the table at the April monthly 

meeting, or are available from the editor). 

Somewhat surprisingly, opinions on most subjects 

were fairly consistent. The answers showed that: 

 Three quarters of respondents did not want 

Dispatches to have a solely military content. A few 

thought that it should; a couple were undecided. 

 100% would welcome a series of 

articles on past NSW Governors, the 

majority of whom were military 

figures. 

 The same proportion would be 

happy to see coverage of Military 

museums and of War memorials. Cemeteries was 

suggested as another topic of interest. 

 A substantial majority would be happy to read 

’limited coverage of more general topics of 

historical interest’. 

 As to the size of the font (type) used, a third were 

happy with the 10.5 point size used in recent 

editions, but twice that number would prefer a 

slightly larger 11pt font. That has been 

implemented for this edition. 

 There was 100% support 

for occasional breakfast 

meetings, as there was for 

having our guest speakers 

talk on a range of topics, not 

just military matters.   

 Probably because of the 

way this item was set out in 

the survey only about a little over a third answered 

the question about inviting other Village residents 

to some of our monthly meetings, but none of 

those were against the idea. 

 All respondents 

would like to see 

the sub-Branch 

continue to offer 

outings such as the 

recent Naval 

Review cruise. 

 A large majority would welcome more social 

activities apart from our monthly meetings. One 

even suggested alternating meetings and social get-

togethers. We are planning a BBQ before the 

weather gets much cooler, so watch this space. 

 Some suggested that we should have brief talks 

from members at our meetings. 

It was also suggested that 

members should be asked to 

contribute. Is there a War 

Memorial - perhaps in a 

small country town - 

which has impressed you? 

Then why not send the 

editor a photograph (we can find one on the Internet if 

necessary) and a few lines about it? 

And Dispatches: recent editions have been almost 

exclusively the output of the editor. They would have 

been much more interesting with some input from 

members. Readers would welcome your stories and 

photographs. Not just of Memorials - interesting places 

you have been or things you have seen. Maybe a 

reminiscence or a story of your parent’s service? 

This should not be restricted to the newsletter. As we 

welcome three new members at the April meeting we 

will revert to the previous practice of asking them to 

briefly introduce themselves. 

Other members could also contribute. Show and tell? 

An interesting ancestor? I’m sure you have a story. 

And if we are to include more tours and social activities 

in our sub-Branch programme, where would you like to 

visit and what would you enjoy? 

We are hoping to be able 

to visit Victoria Barracks 

and the Museum there 

next month.  

Other Barracks and Military 

Museums of equal interest. 

Where else would you 

suggest - the Jewish 

Museum? Middle Head? 

All comments and suggestions on these topics - indeed 

on any aspect of your sub-Branch - will always be 

welcomed and valued. 

Ralph  

Seddon, NZ - population 570 

 


