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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 

Not a lot has happened since our last issue, 

notwithstanding all the office admin work. The 

issue of the ‘Discussion Paper from RSL NSW – 

Charitable Purpose and Donations’ has been 

raised with the State President by our DC 

President and it is our understanding that a 

request to have the paper withdrawn will be 

favourably met. This matter has also been raised 

in the media and social media sites. 

Unfortunately, there has been no correspondence 

regarding the ‘Draft SOP (Standard Operating 

Procedure) – Incorporation of RSL sub-

Branches’. This matter has been going on for 

years and it is overdue for a resolution. The DC 

Presidents’ forum are pursuing this as a matter of 

urgency. 

Last month I wrote of conducting ‘workshop’ on 

how to conduct the RSL Funeral Tribute. This 

will be held at Forestville RSL Club on Friday 

26th August. Please contact me if you would like 

to know more. 

There will be other comments regarding our 

‘Christmas in June’ luncheon but I would like to 

thank all who attended. It was a great time for all. 

A special thank you to all who worked so hard 

behind the scenes to make this event a success. 

Lesley and I are taking a two week break and 

visiting our family in Perth. Please contact 

Secretary John if you have any issues or queries. 

VP Doug will be acting for me in my absence. 

Continue to keep well. 

Lest we Forget. 

Bob Durbin, President 

                                     

 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT 

Current total Membership = 125 

 Life Members               3 

 Life Subscribers   3 

 Service                        47 

 Affiliate             48 

 Associate         24 

Sadly, new Service Member Peter Hackett passed 

away on the 19th of May and sympathies are 

extended to his family. 
 

The following new Members were inducted at our 

June meeting and are included in the above 

numbers:  John Heald – Service 

      Maureen Picknell – Affiliate 

      Colin Harris – Affiliate  

      Sue Birch – Affiliate 
 

The following new Members are awaiting 

induction and are included in  

the above numbers: Cyril Laverack – Associate, 

Randall Jones – Associate, Bryan Whiddon – 

Associate, Helen Loseby Bowles – Associate, 

Colin Mackenzie – Service, Glen Puxty – Service, 

Wendy Whiddon – Affiliate, Gerda Murphy – 

Affiliate. 
 

The following applications from prospective 

members are in progress: Sandra Louwrens – 

Affiliate, Rod Middlehurst – Affiliate, 

Andrew Brenner – Affiliate, Lara Lancester – 

Service, Connor McLeod – Affiliate, Paige 

McLeod – Affiliate, Ian Galloway – Service 

Ian Wilson – Affiliate. 
 

 

 

Jan Slater – Membership Officer 
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READ YOUR EDITION AND ENJOY 
 

General Meeting Thursday 14th July 
9.30am 

 

Montgomery Theatre 
 

Our speaker is, Advocate – Ian Wilson from 
RSL Lifecare Veteran Services  

 
 

The meeting will be followed by morning tea   
 



         

 
 

 

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS 

 

                         
      President Bob welcomes new Service member John Heald 

                          
District Council President Bob Lunnon welcomes 

Maureen Picknell – new Affiliate member 

           
             Welcome to Colin Harris - new Affiliate member 

                   
Sue Birch proudly displays her badge after being welcomed 

as a new Affiliate member. 

 

 

OUR CHRISTMAS FUNCTION IN JUNE  

 

                           
 

 

     
 

 

Table places all set ready for our party 
 

 

 
 

 

                       A glimpse of the gathering 
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MORE PICS OF OUR CHRISTMAS FUNCTION 

 

       
 

 

    
 

 

       
 

  
 

                                   

Bob Lunnon (Northern Beaches District Council 
President and Forestville President) ready to make the 

raffle draw 
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Some of our 
lucky raffle 

prize winners 



         

 
 

        

 

SECRETARY’S COMMENTS 

 

Another month has gone by and we are about to 

enter part two of 2022. I hope you have enjoyed what 

the sub-Branch has had to offer members so far this 

year – an ordinary members’ meeting (but with a 

great morning tea to follow!!), a breakfast with a 

guest speaker (and very well attended), an outing to 

the Kokoda Track Memorial Walkway, The Sydney 

Garden of Remembrance and the War Graves 

Cemetery at Rookwood (very poorly attended on a 

wet day) and a Christmas lunch in June (again very 

well attended). So, what is your verdict in terms of 

our planning for the future – we really do need to 

hear your thoughts and ideas – pass them on verbally 

or would you prefer to be given a ten-minute survey 

to complete??? Your comments on the monthly item 

in the Village Voice would also be appreciated as 

time and effort go into producing these articles. For 

example, do you approve, enjoy or disapprove the 

link with the War Museum article on the same page?  
 

Ian Wilson is a member of the RSL LifeCare Veteran 

Services team and is speaking at our July meeting – 

please come along and hear what services that 

division of LifeCare is offering veterans. The rest of 

the year will be much like the first half. We will be 

without President Bob for our July meeting as he is 

at last able to leave us to visit family, he and wife 

Lesley have not seen for a long time. There are some 

important items we need to approve on 14 July in the 

Montgomery Theatre so we would welcome your 

attendance. 
 

The ANZAC Day sales of badges and pins went well 

and thanks must go to Leigh Haines as coordinator of 

this valuable role and his willing team of enthusiastic 

sellers. We are hoping to expand the area of support 

come Remembrance Day to include Warriewood 

Shopping Centre, Bunnings and Augusta Shops and 

if you would like to join this team of volunteers, 

please let the office know. It is more than two years 

since we have visited these locations. 

 

Stay safe and we look forward to seeing you at a sub-

Branch activity in the coming months. 
 

John Sowden, 

Secretary                                                                 

 

 

     

CHAPLAINS CORNER 
 

   
                                               

                                                         
 

                    
 

                       
 

                     
 

Grace & Peace 

Bob Durbin 

Sub-Branch Chaplain 
 

 
POLO SHIRTS 

 

Official sub-Branch Polo Shirts are now available 
for purchase. 

 

The price is $40 each after a subsidy of $15 by the 
sub-Branch. 

 

Size range S M L XL 2XL 3XL 

 

Samples are available for measuring. 
 

We have to place a minimum of 10 shirts per order 

 

Wearing of these attractive and distinctive shirts at 
all of our functions is a significant contribution to 

promoting the aims of the sub-Branch. 

 

To place an order please contact 
Jan Slater 

Membership Officer 
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Jokes? Inside the Christmas Bon Bons: 
 

Q. How can you tell which spiders are trendiest? 
A. They have their own websites. 
 

Q. What’s the difference between a fish and a 
piano? 
A. You can’t tuna fish. 
 

Q. Why do cows have bells? 
A. Because their horns don’t work. 


