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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

My report this month covers the closing remarks 

given at the dedication of the Simpson of 

Gallipoli Memorial on the 24th February 2023. 
 

“As you can see from your Order of Service, this 

service could not have occurred without the 

valued and valuable contributions of many 

people. To each one, and their organisations, I 

say ‘thank you very much.’ 
 

At the very beginning, this started as a 

community project. The Homes 4 Heroes team 

reworked the garden behind me; including the 

planting of the Lone Pine tree. Glenda & John 

Franks continue to care for this memorial 

precinct, so a great thank you to them also. 
 

Moving forward, this service and the recognition 

of the memorial began from a conversation 

between our Facilities and Contracts Manager 

Shane Fender and our sub-Branch Secretary John 

Sowden. 
 

On your behalf I would like to thank them for 

their inspiration, and our Maintenance Team for 

providing the logistics for today. 

 

Perhaps most of all, I would like to thank each 

one of you here today, not just for attending, but 

more importantly epitomizing the values on 

which our country was founded. 
 

When we look at this memorial it does not in any 

way glorify war. What it does is highlight the 

humanity of war. Through Simpson, we see 

compassion and care for our fellow human 

beings.  This is also shown in and through the 

words attributed to Mustapha Kemal Ataturk on 

the side plaque. 
 

This memorial shows that although Australia and 

Türkiye were once enemies, our countries have 

since become, not just allies, but our peoples 

have become friends. 

 

I have been told by those who have visited The 

Gallipoli Peninsula, that the reverence and 

respect shown by the people of Türkiye to 

Australia in that place, is a testament to that. My 

hope is that this memorial, now complete, will 

mirror that. 

 

So friends, again, thank you to each one of you 

for your combined contribution and attendance.  

Lest we forget.” 

 

                   

 

                         MEMBERSHIP REPORT 

 

Current total Membership = 143 

 Life Members                             2 

 Life Subscribers  3 

 Service                       49 

 Affiliate            66 

 Associate             23 
 

New Service Members Anders Sorensen and 

Donald Peyte were welcomed and inducted at our 

February Meeting. Lynette Warren will receive 

her Badge at the March AGM. They are all 

included in the above numbers. 
 

Applications are in progress for new Service 

Members Rodney Bates and Keith Boog. They are 

not included in the above numbers. 

 

It is a very encouraging start to the year and 

please keep spreading the good word.  
 

Jan Slater 

Membership Officer 
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 

This meeting is to be held on  
  Thursday the 9th March 2023 

   in the Lone Pine Lounge 
    commencing at 9.30am 

 

At this AGM an Election is required to appoint 
an Executive Committee: President, Vice 
President (up to two), Secretary, Treasurer, 
and your committee (up to four). 

 

This year we will be privileged to have our 
State President, Ray James OAM, in 
attendance and acting as our Returning 
Officer. Ray will also address us on the year 
ahead from State Branch’s perspective. A 
great opportunity to hear from the top. 

 
 

Following the meeting morning tea will be 
served 

 

 
 

Address Label 
 

 
 
 

READ YOUR EDITION AND ENJOY 
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2023 SIMPSON OF GALLIPOLI DEDICATION 
SERVICE. 
 

MASTER OF CEREMONIES NOTES (as edited by the 
Editor for Dispatches) 
 

“Would guests please take your places and ensure 
your mobile phones are either turned off or placed in 
silent mode. 
 

Stand for the arrival of the Official Party. 
The Consul-General in Sydney for The Republic of 
Turkiye, Mr Ali Sevim, accompanied by The State 
President of RSL New South Wales, Mr Ray James, 
OAM, and Host, The War Vets Village RSL sub-
Branch President, Pastor Bob Durbin.  
 

Please be seated. 
 

Welcome, and good afternoon. I am Commander 
Arthur Skene, Royal Australian Navy, Retired. It is 
my privilege and honour to be the Master of 
Ceremonies for this Dedication Service. 
 

Today is Purple Poppy Day, the National Day for 
War Animals. The Purple Poppy recognises the 
extraordinary loyalty and courage of all animals 
who serve alongside our military in times of war and 
peace. On the frontlines of conflict protecting and 
supporting our diggers, or in the homes of veterans 
living with the trauma of service, these often-unsung 
heroes have earned a place in the hearts of all 
Australians. The Purple Poppy also recognises the 
valiant work of search and rescue, and law 
enforcement animals that have served our 
communities and kept us safe for hundreds of years. 

 

Today, we will honour the service of one particular 
war animal, the donkey, and handler, John Simpson 
Kirkpatrick, a stretcher bearer with the 3rd Australian 
Field Ambulance Brigade during the Gallipoli 
campaign – the Allied attempt to capture 
Constantinople, capital of the Ottoman Empire, 
during the First World War, and the dedication of the 
Simpson of Gallipoli Memorial which is before you all 
here today. 
We are honoured to have with us Mr Sevim, Consul-
General in Sydney for The Republic of Turkiye. 
 
                                                      Continued in next column >^ 

 

Continued from previous column 
 

We will shortly break-out the National Flags of 
Australia and The Republic of Turkiye. The Flag of 
The Republic of Turkiye was kindly donated to us 
by Mr Sevim. Thank you, Sir. Our Flag Orderlies 
are Homes For Heroes residents Jaoa Carrascao 
and John Teasdale.  
 

Please stand for the breaking-out of the National 
Flags. 
Orderlies: “Break-out the National Flags.” 
 

DEDICATION ADDRESS 
 

Mr Sevim was born in Ankara in 1970. He 
graduated from the prestigious Hacettepe 
University, Department of English Language and 
Literature. 
 

He joined the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the 
Republic of Turkiye in 1993. He served in the 
Department of Policy Planning, the Middle East, 
Maritime and Aviation, Administrative and Financial 
Affairs, Personnel within the Ministry and served 
abroad at the Turkish Consulates in Mostar, 
Sydney, Antwerp and at the Turkish Permanent 
Missions to the NATO and UN as well as the 
Turkish Embassy in Kyiv in different positions. 
Since 16 September 2020, he has been serving at 
the Consulate General of the Republic of Turkiye in 
Sydney. 
 

He is married with two daughters. 
 

I invite Mr Sevim, Consul-General in Sydney for 
The Republic of Turkiye to deliver the Dedication 
Address. 
 

I invite Mr David Anderson, General Manager RSL 
LifeCare Veteran Services, to thank The Consul-
General. 
 

DEDICATION OF SIMPSON OF GALLIPOLI 
MEMORIAL 
 

We come now to the dedication of The Simpson of 
Gallipoli Memorial. The original plaque laid on 26 
February 1991 reads: 

“R.S.L. Veterans’ Retirement Villages 
To commemorate the opening of 
Simpson of Gallipoli Village 
This Sculpture of 
Simpson and His Donkey was unveiled by 
Major A. C. Rennison 
On 26. 2. 1991 
N.C. Smith, Chairman 
J.B. Carroll, Administrator”  

Two new plaques appear on the Memorial, A 
Dedication Plaque, and a plaque containing the 
memorable words attributed to Mustafa Kemal 
Ataturk, Commander of the 19th Division of the 
Turkish Fifth Army, and first President of The 
Republic of Turkiye.    
 

We also recognise here today and congratulate the 
people of modern Turkiye, who will be celebrating 
100 years since The Republic of Turkiye was 
proclaimed on 29 October 1923.        Continued Page 3  
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Continued from Page 2 
 

 

I invite Mr Sevim, to unveil the two new plaques. 
 

I now invite Mr Mehmet Evin, the Co-ordinator RSL 
Turkish Chapter, at Cumberland RSL sub-Branch, to 
read the memorable words attributed to Mustafa 
Kemal Ataturk. 
 

I invite Pastor Bob Durbin, Chaplain, The War Vets 
Village RSL sub-Branch to offer the Dedication Prayer. 
 

I invite Pastor Bob Durbin, President, The War Vets 
Village sub-Branch, and Mr Ali Sevim, Consul-
General in Sydney, The Republic of Turkiye, to lay 
Wreaths. 
 

Thank you, gentlemen. 
 

I invite Stephanie Stoddard, The ANZAC Village 
Manager, to read the Prayer for Peace. 
 

ACT OF REMEMBRANCE 
 

We now come to The Act of Remembrance. The 
Ode will be recited by Mr Ray James, OAM, State 
President of RSL New South Wales.  We will then 
hear The Last Post, observe one minute silence, 
and The Rouse, played by Phoebe Jopling, Bugler 
from Pittwater House. The Benediction will be given 
by Pastor Bob Durbin, the sub-Branch Chaplain, and 
this will be followed by the National Anthems of The 
Republic of Turkiye and Australia. 
 

CLOSING REMARKS 
 

I invite Pastor Bob Durbin, President, The War Vets 
Village RSL sub-Branch, to offer the Closing 
Remarks. 
 

Thank you all for your attendance. This concludes 
the ceremony.” 

                             

  

 

   Centre the Official Party – Pastor Bob Durbin, Mr Asli Sevim 
   Consul-General for Republic of Turkiye, and Ray James 
   President of RSL NSW, supported by the Turkiye delegation.  

  

 

     

                   

  Mr Mehmet Evin, the Co-ordinator RSL Turkish Chapter at  
  Cumberland RSL sub-Branch, reading the memorable words  
  attributed to Mustafa Kemal Ataturk. 

                   
    Mr David Anderson, General Manager RSL LifeCare 
      Veteran Services, Thanking The Consul-General.   
 

 
 

   Breaking out of the National Flags by Flag Orderlies, Home  
   For Heroes, Jaoa Carrascao and John Teasdale.  
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SECRETARY’S REPORT 

 

The beginning of the year is always an interesting 

time to gauge the interest of members after a break 

over December and January. Our February general 

meeting was very well attended and it was good to 

have some items of business that encouraged member 

participation. It was also most gratifying to have 

Service members inducted. There are more service 

member applications in the pipeline. 
 

Thank you to those who attended and made the 

decision about the morning teas. We now know the 

cost to the sub-Branch and we intend having all our 

future meetings in the Lone Pine Lounge – thank you 

Pamela for the initial suggestion - pending any 

clashes with already booked activities. This saves the 

cost of setting up the tables, chairs and morning tea 

presentation. Please give feedback to ensure we 

maintain the camaraderie that follows the meetings 

when we enjoy a cuppa and conversation. 
 

Congratulations to members who have so 

enthusiastically booked for the harbour cruise on 

March 30th. I was concerned – quite unnecessarily as 

it has turned out – that we would fill a bus with 

members without this outing being offered to all 

residents. As I write there is a waiting list from 

members of 4. It has proved popular and Suzie 

Spencer has indicated it will be offered again to all 

Village residents. We, as a sub-Branch, may run the 

“West of the Harbour Bridge” cruise ourselves later 

in the year so if you are interested register with the 

office to ensure you don’t miss out. 
 

ANZAC Day is only 2 months away and plans are 

well under way through Leigh Haines our sub-Branch 

Fundraising Co-ordinator. We never have enough 

volunteers to assist at this important time of 

fundraising for the sub-Branch.  We have permission 

to sell badges and pins at Warriewood Square, 

Augusta shops, Bunnings, the Dug Out and of course 

our own Village. This will require more members to 

be involved even for a short time somewhere during 

the 10 days leading up to 25th April.  Would members 

please seriously consider offering to help – especially 

remembering that we will NOT fundraise with the 

sale of pins and badges for Remembrance Day this 

year. Our sub-Branch is only as successful as its 

members make it and membership does not start and 

stop with just coming to meetings!! 
 

Please make every effort to come to our AGM on 

Thursday 9th March in the Lone Pine Lounge at 

9.30AM. Our State President, Mr Ray James OAM, 

will be our guest speaker and returning officer for 

the elections. See you then. 
 

 

Secretary, John Sowden 
                                                     

                                                                                                           

       

WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS 
                    Inducted at the February Meeting 

 

                            
 

 

President Bob Durbin welcomes new Service Members 
Anders Sorensen (above) and Don Peyte (below) 

 

                
    

           Northern Beaches War Widows Club 
                            Invite you to the  
                     70th Anniversary Luncheon  

 

                    Wednesday   22 March 2023. 
 

                WHERE: Lone Pine Room – Gallipoli Building. 
 

                TIME:   1130 hrs for 1200 hrs. 
 

                RSVP:  Australian War Widows NSW 
                          Programs & Services Team. 
                          (02) 9267 6577 
 

               BY:      08 March 2023 

 

               COST:  $45.00    per head. 

 

               Thank you 
               Shirley McLaren OAM Co- Ordinator 

    

 

DON’T FORGET 
 

We are on the INTERNET with our own 

website Check it out. GOOGLE – 
 

www.warvetsrsl.org.au 
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April General Meeting 

This Meeting is to be held on Thursday 13th 
April 2023 

 

9.30am in the Lone Pine Lounge 
 

A morning tea will follow the meeting 

http://www.warvetsrsl.org.au/

